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It was a glorious day
at the beach with our good
friends from Colorado.
Their children had never
been to the beach and they
were having a blast despite
water temperatures that

would be invigorating for a polar bear. Be-
fore you knew it, sandcastles appeared,
complete with motes.

' I guess it was about the time that
one of the sandcastles nearly washed away
that the parents gave the children fair
warning: “Kids, we'll be leaving in ten
minutes.”

Almost immediately there was some
grumbling until little five-year old Bran-
don (AKA Spiderman) said, “Wait a min-
ute, ten minutes is a lot more than five...
Yeah!”

“Ten minutes is a lot more than
five!” What a great attitude to adopt in
life. Perhaps this is why Isaiah said, “And
a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6)
How important attitudes are in life. Paul,
himself writing from prison to the Chris-
tians at Philippi, wrote “Your attitude
should be the same as that of Christ Je-
sus.” (Philippians 2:5)

As disciples we should spend time,
especially during this season of Lent, ex-
amining our attitudes, motivations and
desires to be more Christ-like in life, be-

by Reverend Dr.
Conrad C. Sharps

Attitudes Make a Difference

cause attitudes can and do make a difference
in our witness. Like little Brandon, we too can
choose to be positive in all things — even in
the constrictions placed upon us in this life.

As the observance of Lent begins this
month, let us reflect upon the life and the at-
titudes demonstrated by our Lord Jesus
Christ. As Paul goes on to write to the Philip-
pians concerning Christ: “Who being in the
very nature of God, did not consider equality
with God something to be grasped, but made
himself nothing, taking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a man, he hum-
bled himself and became obedient to death —
even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-8)

The attitudes demonstrated by our
Lord: humility, servanthood, obedience and
sacrifice are hardly the attitudes that one
would choose naturally. Ask any rational per-
son living in the world today and they will
probably assure you that these attitudes may
not guarantce happiness. These attitudes,
however, if lived in accordance with the
Spirit, will grant us joy as we seek to honor
and glorify God as disciples of Jesus Christ.
This is the joy of living within the will of God.

Will you examine your attitudes today?
How will you change? Will you repent and
turn toward God and live a life of renewed
joy? Indeed, will you live a life of childlike joy
— able to rejoice with only ten minutes re-
maining?

Please submit articles for the newsletter as early as possible, but no later than the 20th of each month.




Education Fund

At the end of 2004, the balance of
funds in the Education
Endowment Fund is $6,248. This is
'- the endowment fund
that helps our church
family members with
their Christian Educa-
tion studies toward the
Ministry. In 2004, we
were able to assist two of our own with
$8,000 in financial aid. In 2005, we al-
ready know of additional membérs who
need financial help with their education
costs.

We need to double the amount we
now have in this fund! This is a contribu-
tion you can make that you know will go
to help someone right here in our own
church, just as Dr. Sharp’s congregation
did when he was in college. Perhaps you
will have a child or grandchild with this
need in the future. Can you help someone
now? ‘

Will you consider digging a little
deeper and helping us reach our goal of
$12,000 available to assist students in
20052 Just write a check and memo it for
Education Fund, and drop it in the bas-
ket. If all of us give a little, we can reach
our goal.

Thank you,
Endowment Trust Board

Leriterr

The BLble and Handel 5 Messnah........-'.'.;._'.

The Lenten Blble study w1]l beg'm on Tuesday,
.February 15th, at noon in JTH. If youw ‘missed
the Advent study, you can p1ck up with the
‘Lenten study. Please’ call the church ‘office by
-February 4t if you would like to partlclpate 80
materials may be ordered. Those who at-
tended the Advent study need noteall. -

Punta Gorda Gift

This note was the response received from
the Punta Gorda First Presbyterian Church for
our gift sent last summer after Hurricane Charley:

There are no wordé to express the grati-
tude and thanks we feel at First Presbyterian

Church for your generosity and support in our|

time of great need. With all the requirements of

getting on our feet again, I haven’t had the oppor- |

tunity to personally thank you for demonstrating
your love and care after Charley demolished our
sanctuary and severely damaged the rest of our
building.

Your thoughtfulness and prayers helped '

us through some very difficult days and are a con-
stant encouragement to us as we help others and
move toward rebuilding. May God continue to
provide in abundance all we would ever need to
serve Him and His world.

In Christ,

Reverend Stephen Mock

Pastor, First Presbyterian Church
Of Punta Gorda, Florida

Sweetheart Dinner
Friday, February 11", 2005
6:30 p.m. '

Dinner catered by La Bodéga :
Entertainment — Music from “South
Pacific’

$25 for couples
Unescorted lady complimentary
Purchase your tickets at the dea-
con's table on Sunday or through  Tmae
the church offlce '

wNursery provided with advance reservation®



Church has Approved Sexton Position

The Session has approved the following job de-
scription for a new position on our church staff. Please
read it carefully and if you are aware of any potential
candidates refer them to the church office for an appli-

cation, We will start publicly advertising this position

sometime in February and begin accepting applications
in March. Interviews will then follow. Please keep this
search in your prayers,

Job Descrlptlon

The Sexton functions as the supervisor of all
church related ground and building mainte-
nance, General responsibilities of the Sexton include
identifying and- addressing the maintenance, repair,
and cleaning needs of all properties of First Presbyte-
rian Church of Fernandina Beach, FL, and establishing
a maintenance schedule to keep the church properties
in good repair. This position is responsible for super-
viging volunteers and contractors to ensure that safe
work practices are implemented while on church prop-
erty. This position reports to the Senior Pastor and is
respongible to the Chair of the Property Committee.

H

Budget and Control

» Monitor all expenses and stay within annual
budget.

*  Work with Property Committee to set prlorltles for
expenditures.

s  Work with Property Building Managers to 1dentlfy
issues to be addressed in each building.
Anticipate equipment replacement.
Give annual input for budget requirements for next
calendar year and present to Property Committee.

+ Utilize and implement Florida Public Utilities en-

ergy survey suggestions to ensure energjr effi-

ciency.

Grounds

¢ Maintain good general appearance, pick up trash
daily.

¢ Keep sidewalks free of debris, especially at buﬂdmg
entrances.

¢ Maintain proper Watering, fertilizing and weeding
of all lawn and landscaping.

¢ Check sprinkler system weekly.

. Check for pests and eradicate as necessary.

Safety and Security

* Maintain all tools and equipment in safe operation
condition. _
Assist Fire and Insurance inspectors as necessary.
Store all flammable and toxic substances in a safe
and secure manner.

¢+ Ensure all wiring and electrical switches are in
safe operating condition.

Ensure that fire extinguishers are charged and in
good operating condition.

Inspect all locks, doors, and windows. regularly. Re-
place/repair as needed.

Maintenance

Perform or arrange for penodlc inspection of all ma-
chinery. ’

Read and interpret manuals to ensure safe and effi-
cient operation of equipment.

Be familiar with warranties on all equlpmentl
machinery.

Inspect all lighting and controls and repair/replace as
necessary.

Inspect all plumbmg fixtures and repairfreplace as
necessary.

Inspect roof and gutters for leaks and clogging and
take appropriate action.

Replace heating and air conditioning filters monthly.
Painting touch-up as needed. '

Cleanliness

Ensure that all interior areas are cleaned weekly.
Inspect daily to ensure paper goods are supplied in
restrooms and kitchen areas.

Clean all windows quarterly.

Ensure all floor surfaces are on routine cleaning
schedule. All carpets shampooed at least twice a
year. ' ' K
Clean/polish wood surfaces in Sanctuary on a quar-
terly basis, including all chancel furniture, pews and
railings.

' Supplies/Equipment

Ensure that an adequate inventory of paper products
and cleaning supplies are on hand.

Responsible for inventory of all equipment.

Ensure that all storage areas are kept neat and or-
ganized. Work with committee chairs to determine if
items in storage are needed.

Additional Responsibilities

Reaponsible for turning on heat and air conditioning
as necessary for comfortable building condi-
tions. Heat and air conditioning should be turned
offfadjusted when not needed.

Agsgist in the set-up and take-down of tables and
chairs and moving walls when required during nor-
mal working hours,

Attend all property Committee Meetings.
All other tasks as directed by Senior Pastor.

Minimum Requirements

High school graduate or equivalent.
Excellent organizational skills.
Must be flexible; on-call.

Must be able to lift up to 40 Ibs.
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The Session has approved the following job de-
scription for a new position on our church staff. Please
read it carefully and if you are aware of any potential
candidates refer them to the church office for an appli-
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sometime in February and begin accepting applications
in March. Interviews will then follow. Please keep this
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The Sexton functions as the supervisor of all
church related ground and building mainte-
nance.
identifying and- addressing the maintenance, repair,
and cleaning needs of all properties of First Presbyte-
rian Church of Fernandina Beach, FL, and establishing
a maintenance schedule to keep the church properties
in good repair. This position is responsible for super-
vising volunteers and contractors to ensure that safe
work practices are implemented while on church prop-
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Budget and Control !

» Monitor all expenses and stay within annual
budget, o

*  Work with Property Committee to set priorities for
expenditures.

¢  Work with Property Building Managers to 1dent1fy
issues to be addressed in each building.

* Anticipate equipment replacement.
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daily.
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» Store all flammable and toxic substances in a safe
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¢ Ensure all wiring and electrical switches are in
safe operating condition.

General responsibilities of the Sexton include -

* Ensure that fire extinguishers are charged and in
good operating condition.

¢ Inspect all locks, doors, and w1ndows regularly. Re-
place/repair as needed.

Maintenance
s Perform or arrange for periodic inspection of a]l ma-
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s Read and interpret manuals to ensure safe and effi-
cient operation of equipment.
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machinery.

e Inspect all lighting and controls and repair/replace as
necessary.

¢ Inspect all plumbmg fixtures and repairfreplace as
necessary.
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terly basis, including all chancel furniture, pews and
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' Supplies/Equipment

¢ Ensure that an adequate inventory of paper products
and cleaning supplies are on hand.

¢ Responsible for inventory of all equipment.

e Ensure that all storage areas are kept neat and or-
ganized. Work with committee chairs to determine if
items in storage are needed.

Additional Responsibilities

¢ Responsible for turning on heat and air conditioning
as necessary for comfortable building condi-
tions. Heat and air conditioning should be turned
offfadjusted when not needed.
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chairs and moving walls when required during nor-
mal working hours,
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Excellent organizational skills.
Must be flexible; on-call. :

Must be able to lift up to 40 lbs.
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Christmas International House

Thank you to all who participated in
Christmas International House this year:
host families
committee volunteers
circles that provided lunches
congregation members who attended In-
ternational Night
those who simply greeted our interna-
tional guests on Sunday.
To understand what a difference we can
make, we share this thank you received from
two of our students . '

¢ ¢€¢¢¢

Dear Pastor Sharps, Hope, and the generous
ladies and gentlemen.:

We are Hao-Ting and Shao-Hung, the
married Taiwanese students who participated
in International House this year.

This two-week visit with you was won-
derful. We have learned many valuable Ameri-
can cultural rituals and Christian spirits. The
importance of unity and community will al-
ways be kept in our mind. And, we felt cared
for and loved. You were all so welcoming,
friendly, and generous to us. We're sorry for
not really knowing the name of many, many
kind ladies and gentlemen, or we would write
a thank you to each of them.

We are wordless to describe how much
we cherish your hospitality. We can only sim-
ple but sincerely say “Thank you so much. We
will always remember this beautiful and
warm Christmas with you , and treasure your

love in our hearts forever.”

We wish everyone a great year.

Sincerely,
Hao-Ting and Shao-Hung

MEET & GREET

Our NEW Members

Norman Witt is new to Amelia Island and
relocated here from southeast Florida, where
he lived in Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, and Boca
Raton. Norman enjoyed a business career in
commercial real estate following military ser-
vice. He enjoys golf, tennis, swimming, kayak-
ing, reading, and spectator sports.

Lent is Almost Here'

Ash Wednesday, the begin-
ning of Lent, comes on February 9,
2005. We Christians observe Lent for
40 days (excluding Sundays) to ex-
amine our spiritual condition and to -
strive to improve our relationship
with God. Lent is alsc a period of
spiritual preparation for Easter Sunday, the
greatest day on the Christian calendar.

During Lent most churches have addi-
tional services. Some offer special Bible study
eventa or classes in strengthening the spiritual
Iife. It is a good time to study the life of a great .
Christian from the past and the ways that person
developed closeness to God.

It’s important that each Christian practice
spiritual disciplines to “show that you are a letter
of Christ ... written not with ink but with the
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but
on tablets of human hearts.” (2 Corinthians 3:3,
NRSV).



Fast and Feast -

Arthur Lichtenberg, when presiding bishep of the
Episcopal Church, quoted this Lenten advice:

Fast from criticism, and feast on praise.

Fast from self-pity, and feast on joy.

Fast from ill-temper, and feast on peace.

Fast from resentment, and feast on content-
ment.

Fast from jealousy, and feast on love.

Fast from pride, and feast on humility.

Fast from selfishness, and feast on service.
Fast from fear, and feast on faith.

—The SoureeBook of Wit and Wisdom

i

Upcoming February MACs Event

On Thursday, January 20t the
MACs were provided an informative and
interesting program on Identity Theft by
Detective Jim Coe, and
our own Detective
David Bishop of the
Fernandina Beach Po-
lice Department. The
program was followed
by a taste of Italy with
Chef Donna’s “from
scratch” lasagna with
all the fixings.

Our next event, the St. Mary’s Train
Trip, takes place on February 17t Car-
pools will leave the church at 9 a.m. and
return around 2:15. The cost is $20 and
needs to be into the church office by Thurs-
day, February 10th,

Sentors!

ACTIVITIES

- il (r‘

_fully supportmg our mission. In. this

'spec1a1 glft you helped prowde.

Joy to the Children

The Joy to the Chlldren_; Board 'thanks.
the cong‘regatlon for’ 50, generously and. fal_th :

year, we provided Christmas for 150 ¢ _11dren
in 57 famlhes. Spreadlng the Joy was ‘a Very_

Lynda Lalne Mike and Charolotte Bowhng,
Flora Swanson JTC Board Members'

Name Tag Ministry

The name tag ministty is in need of
volunteers. If you can help at the 8:30 set up,
please call Sewell Harlin at 277-4848. If you
are able to help with the noon take down or
alphabetizing of the name tags, please call
John Drew at 261-0427.
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Heroic St. Valentine

We probably think
of romance when Valen-
tine’s Day comes. That’s
fine, but there’s more to
the story than that.

St. Valentine was
a Christian priest and
martyr who lived about
AD. 270. The Roman
emperor at the time was Claudius II.
Claudius had been a successful general. He
would not allow his soldiers to matry, be-
cause he wanted to make sure they could go
to battle quickly. He thought family ties
would - make the men reluctant to leave
home. _

Because Valentine promoted marriage
and family life, he was jailed and later con-
‘victed of going against the orders of the em-
peror. He was martyred on February 14th,
the day we remember him and our loved
ones. While he was in jail, the jailer’s
daughter befriended him. He wrote her a let-
ter of appreciation and signed it “Your Val-
entine.”
tines grew out of that heartfelt gesture.

AARP Drlver Safety Program

On February
2.1“, and 22nd,
‘a 55  Alive/
‘Mature driv-
‘ing class w111
-be held in our
- church. If it : T .
- has been three years sinece- you took th1s-'_'
course, it’s- ‘time to retake it for your car
“insurance reduction - dlscount w1th com- -
“pletion of course, =
N Thet1mew1llbe845am tolpm N
on Monday and Tuesday It only costs $10°
for materials so call the church office at -
- 261-3837 to register. Class size is limited.
“The " instructor will be Rev. Bert
Swearingen. : : o

The tradition of exchanging valen--

Elder/Deacons Retreat

Deacons, elders, and deacons and elders clect,
mark your calendars for the annual Elder/Deacon
Retreat. Which is
scheduled for Satur- 4@

day, March 5t at X T’\[’

Walker's Landing. (—{ "% |
More information El‘dﬁl.s
will be distributed. Deacons




February Logos Events Flower Calendar

¥ February 6th . Lillie and Ben Issac in

nd .
v February 2 World Peace nght memory of their son, Ben, Jr.

¥ February 9t:- Ash Wednesd RN , & .

v Februa:y 16tb- Plantlnng S?geds nght v Februgry 13th -Patricia and Bill Parsons

9 February 23t - Llncolns Bl_rt_hday | *; 101Vmg memory of Jean .
(President’s Night) | R I oolverton.

¥ February 20t - Becky,
Jessie, and Hannah Duke
in honor of his parents, Oy
Ruth and Claude Reader
and her mother, Ms. Jesse Ford.

¥ February 27th-Marie Louise and Ernest

' Chaplin in loving memory of her parents,
T Angel and W. A. Davis.

February Communion

Communion will be served on Feb-
ruary 20% at both services.
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Web site: //www.1stpres-fb.com

Forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us,

Sunday Worship Hours: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:55 a.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer Group: 8:00 a.m.




