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The oldest African
American Church in North
America was established in
1773 in Savannah, Georgia. The
current sanctuary of the First
African Baptist Church, just off
Franklin Square on Montgom-
‘ery Street, was constructed by
slaves for slaves. Construction began in 1859 when
both male and female slaves would come to the site
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following a full day of forced labor to build their’

church. In the winter when the light of the day
faded early, they would build bonfires around the
sanctuary in order to illuminate their work into the

night. It's amazing to see the craftsmanship of

their work, some of which includes breath-taking
carvings on the pews and diamond-shaped holes
cut into the flooring. But the great irony of their
craftsmanship was not exposed until well in the
19th century, long after slavery had been abolished
in our land. You see, slave masters would have
never allowed their slaves to identify with their
history, particularly that of their tribal identity
from the lands from which they came.

These slaves however, took it upon them-
selves to carve on the pews of the sanctuary the
symbols of every one of the African cultural identi-
ties (people groups) represented in the Savannah
area. This house of God then, became for them not
only a place of worship but also of cultural identity
and pride, as the symbols of their identity re-
mained hidden and yet in plain sight. The dia-
mond-shaped holes also served a liberating purpose
as in various strategic sections of the flooring they
pr0v1ded for adequate ventilation for escaping

Hidden in Plain Sight

Hidden in plain sight. How often we also miss
the identifying, liberating and redeeming actions of
God in our own lives. If only we could train our eyes,
our hearts and our minds to view life with a theologi-
cal eye. The darkness of evil in the world seeks to en-
slave, to. oppress and to take away the humanity of
peoples everywhere. But God will have none of it. Our
true identity has been forever carved upon the rough
timbers of the cross of Jesus Christ.

We are children of God, and we are on a jour-
ney of freedom and faith. Although the safe places,
the stops, the redeeming, merciful and sanctifying
actions of God in our world today often go unnoticed,
they remain in plain sight for those with discerning
hearts. As we continue to face biological, cultural and
personal tragedies that seem to enslave and distract
we need not lose heart. Paul wrote to the Church in
Corinth: "Therefore we do not lose heart. Though out-
wardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are be-
ing renewed day by day. For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on-what is
seen but on what is unseen. For what is seen is tem-
porary, but what is unseen is eternal.” (2 Corinthians
4:16-18) -

This is it! Our hope, (our redemption, our sal-
vation} is often unseen by our world yet it is in plain
gight. Are you struggling today? Do you wonder about
your identity? Are you finding it hard to remember
your story? Look to the cross your identity is to be
found there; and though unseen and misunderstood
by the world it remains unchangeable and eternal.
When all the world is against you; when you are
handed your own cross: pray. Pray that God will give
you the ablhty to see in your hands (in your own fate)

‘ Please submit artlcles for the newsletter as early as possnble, but no later than the 20th of each month




New Library Offerings

Books

Jesus Life Coach by Laurie Beth Jones: “..will
transform the way you live day-by-day and help
you gain control over the four most important life
factors: focus, balance, productivity, fulfillment.”
Pagan in Exile by Catherine Jinks: “...the second
of four books in the action-packed sagh of the
savvy and sarcastic Pagan Kidrouk.” This work of
fiction takes place “while Jerusalem is in the
hands of the Infidel and Crusaders return to
Europe hoping to rally more knights to their
cause” leading to a wonderful adventure.

The Edge Effect by Eric R. Braverman, M.D.:
“With his emphasis on brain chemistry and elec-
tricity, Dr. Braverman leads the way in prevent-
ing brain aging. In this anti-aging century, get on
the path to total health and feel as good as you
look.”

Letter to a Great Grandson by Hugh Downs: “In
this heartwarming book-written for his great-
grandson but perfect for readers of all ages-a be-
loved commentator and trusted public figure-
shares his thoughts on topics ranging from rela-
tionships to science to life in general.” '

The Twilight of Atheism by Alister McGrath:
“ ..this bold and provocative new book challenges
the widely held assumption that the world is be-
coming more secular, and demonstrates why athe-
ism cannot provide the moral and intellectual
guidance essential for coping with the complexi-
ties of modern life.” '

Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems: “In a
style that is contemporary, reverent, and faith-
filled, Ann Weems reflects on the mystery of the
Christmas season.”

Kneeling in Jerusalem by Ann Weems: “In a pow-
erful and creative way, remowned author and
speaker Ann Weems brings new insight into the
Lenten season by providing 71 poems of inspira-
tion.”

Videos and DVDs

Religions of the World: a 6-volume box set, DVD,
50 minutes each that includes Buddhism, Catholi-
cism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Protestant-
ism.

History of Christianity: a 6-part video overview of
the 2000-year history of the Christian Church
which is a “basic introduction to the pivotal peo-
ple, events, and issues in the Christian story.”

*
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Grab Your Basket'

The annual Easter Egg
Hunt for all children ages.
birth through 5t grade will be
held from 11 to noon on March
26th, Lunch will be served
along with lots of games, pifia-
tas, face painting, egg hunting
and more. Please make your
plans to attend. In the event of
rain, the event is cancelled.

It's Off to Camp We Go!

Mark your calendars and make your
plans now for the annual Family Weekend
Retreat at Camp Montgomery.

9 This is for all members of the congrega-
tion, not just people with children.

9 The dates are Friday, April 156% through
Sunday, April 17th,

® The price is $30 per v /
person and must be O 74 \
received, in ad- t /
vance, by April 7t \...« ;
to secure your hous- £, Af‘ ((,?
ing. - Y ';‘f) )

¥ Please mail or bring -—-%*:{:@% AWINN

your reservation to
the church office by
that date.
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If you would like to place an Easter
Lily in the sanctuary in honor or in memory
of a loved one, please pick up an Easter Lily
flyer from the church. Please bring flyers and
money ($10 each) by the church office to order
your lily. The deadline is March 14th,

Upcoming March MACs Event
The MACs have two March events

planned.
¥ Mobile Trip - Wednesday, March 16th
through  Friday, '

March 18, The bus
will leave the church
promptly at 9 a.m.

¥ Catered Lunch
and Games Day -
March 17tk You
may gather at 11:30
for fellowship, and a .
traditional St. Patrick’s Day meal will
be served at noon followed by games.
Please bring cards or board games that
you enjoy. Your hostess, Elizabeth Ken-
drick, will provide some board games.
Cost is $10 and please call the church
office to make reservations by Thurs-
day, March 10th, so Chef Donna will
know for how many to prepare.

This year’s Faster Cantata will take
place on Maundy Thursday, March 24th at 7
p.m. Musical selections will cover a time pe-
riod based on Palm Sunday through Good Fri-
day. The cantata will include scripture read-
ings, anthems, and congregational singing,.

Special music will also be performed on
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.

Name Tag Ministry

The name tag ministry is in need of
volunteers. If you can help at the 8:30 set up,
please call Sewell Harlin at 277-4848. If you
are able to help with the noon take down or
alphabetizing of the name tags, please call
John Drew at 261-0427.
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Men’s Coffee Klatch

r The first meeting of the
Men’s Coffee Klatch will be on
Tuesday, March 1st at 3 p.m.
and will be regularly held at
the home of Roland Knight at
120 North 6th Street. Thereaf-
# e ter, they will meet each Tues-
day at the same time and
place, and each meeting will have a different
discussion leader.
Discussions for the March meeting in-
clude P
« Comimunicating with our children and
grandchildren - led by Tom Monahan.

+ Sustaining a loving marriage - conflict and
resolution,

» Knowing when, where, and why to say no.

+ How to use your gifts for the benefit of oth-
ers.

The program goals of the Men’s Coffee
Klatch are to provide a time, place, and a pro-
gram for the men of the church to come to-
gether in a weekly fellowship in order to dis-
cuss issues of importance to men. Our princi-
pal aim is to provide an informal, topic-driven
forum where men can freely and openly dis-
cuss their experiences, and help themselves
and others to better understand our many life
roles in the greater community and in our
church.

This will not be a bible study group,
but will use the scriptures as a guide for our
daily living, and to help us become more con-
sonant with Christian behaviors and beliefs.

Lenten Services

The Wednesday Noon
Lenten Services for prayer, re-
flection and communion con-
tinue at noon each Wednesday
until Easter. A nursery will be
provided. We hope you will
make your plans to join us.

On the night before his crucifixion, Je-
sus gathered with his friends to celebrate the
Passover. During the supper, Jesus got up
from the table, poured water into a basin and
went from man to man washing the feet of the
disciples and drying them with a towel.

Peter protested, “You will never wash
my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you,
you have no share with me.” Peter relented
and asked Christ to wash his hands and head
as well. (see John 13:1-16)

Afterwards, Jesus said to his friends:
“If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one an-
other’s feet. For I have set you an example
that you also should do as I have done to you.”
(John13:14-15, nrsv)

On Maundy Thursday, let us remember

_Christ’s command and his example of humil-

ity, service and love.

Elder/Deacons Retreat

Deacons, elders, and deacons and elders elect,
mark your calendars for the annual Elder/Deacon
Retreat. Which is scheduled for Saturday, March

5th  at  Walker's

Landing. More in- /_ﬁ’ '&-
formation will 'be \

distributed. Eld rs

Deacons




March Logos Events

March 2vd - Pirate Night dress up night
March 9th- Hawaiian Luau

March 16th-No LOGOS

March 23+d-No LOGOS

March 30t2 - Under the Sea Night dress
up night '

¢t ¢ ¢eee

"March 13t -Dan Marley in

Flower Calendar

March 6t - Miriam and Jim Hannigan in
honor of their children, Olivia Evelyn and
Greer; her parents, Sally and Bill Bailey;
and his mother, Marge
McLaughlin.

honor of Robin's birthday .
March 20t - Jane and
Juli'Anne Barreda in mem-
ory of Robert Barreda .
March 27th - Raster.
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he is not here.”

MARK 16:6

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
PAID
Nonprofit Org.
Permit No. 10

Fernandina Beach
FL 32034

Sunday Worship Hours: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:55 am.

Thursday Morning Prayer Group: 8:00 a.m.




