The First Presbyterian Church Newsletter

Rev, Dr. Bob Smith - Interim Pastor
Rev. Dr. John R. Harland - Parish Associate

‘ On Sunday, February 19th, we will
again discover that to worship is to experience
reality. To touch Life. To encounter the resur-
rected Christ in the bread and the cup at the
Lord’s Table.

People of the Bible worshipped with a
holy expectancy. In the Tabernacle they knew

they were entering the presence of God. In the
early church even the building in which they -
met shook with the power of God (Acts 2:2;°

4:31). They gathered with anticipation, know-
ing that the living Christ would be present
among them with love and grace.

As we prepare ourselves for the next
communion on February 19th let’s expect no
less.

- poses:

Noon Prayers

All members of the church famlly are
invited to join in prayer for
our Church on Wednesday’s
at noon in the sanctuary.
Short, informal prayers are
offered to our Lord for
unity, the nominating com-
mittee, and the search com-
mittee. The prayer lasts
from 20 to 30 minutes and
is led by lay leaders.

"The Session has called the Annual
Congregational Meeting for Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12%, at noon for the following pur-

¥ To elect persons to the Pastor Nominat-
ing Committee (charged with the re-
sponsibility of finding the person God
calls to be senior pastor of First Presby-
terian Church and nominating that per-
son to the congregation for election.)

¥ To elect persons to the offices of Elder
and Deacon for the class of 2008,

» To elect Congregational Representa-
tives to the 2006 Nominating Commit-
tee.

» To receive copies of the “FPC 2005 An-
nual Report.”

Please submit articles for the newsletter as early as possible, but no later thaﬁ thér 20th of each month.




Lenten Bible Study

Sowing Tears, Reapmg Joy The .BL.
Brahms's Requzem ‘

The Tuesday noon Blble' :
gin this Lenten study on Febru_
will conclude on April- 11th.
church office to enroll prio to Fe
so materials - may be ordered:‘ Ple
for this time of study, reﬂectmn
tion in God’s word. -

“This ‘study follows the £
Reqmem on a tour of B1b11(:al

here and hereafter Throug i
ture, we move from grave51d_ !

perspectives and hope beyond
of the study includes: - .- e

v Blessed Mourners'" o

A Mother 5 Comfor'
Our Heart's True Hom
The Last Word *

<<% 'g_'c'c

Annual Family Retreat

The Annual /\1

Family Retreat at
Camp Montgomery is
planned for April 21st
through April 23+,

The cost is $42
per person. Last year
we filled the camp to
capacity and some
people could not go. Famlly Re'trea't
It is imperative that
you get your money in early. There will be
no reservations without payment.

Join the church family for fun ga—
lore: water fun, good food, campfire with
smores, square dancing, ice cream social,
and great fellowship.

More Adult Christians

On Wednesday,
January 18%, about 40
brave men and women be-
gin a journey traveling
back to the mummies,
tombs, and pharaohs of an-
cient Egypt. Our purpose
was to see the treasures of
the only king whose tomb had not been
robbed of its treasures, King Tutankhamen,
Our journey began early, arriving in Fort
Lauderdale in time for a delicious dinner at

" the Rainforest Café.

The next day we explored the past
looking in awe at the treasures of King Tut,
the boy King. It was amazing to see the gold,
jewels, and artifacts that were in his tomb to
prepare him for the afterlife. The craftsman-
ship of the ancient Egyptians is still amaz-
ing to behold today. .

After the exhibit, we had lunch at
Sawgrass Mills and of course some of us

,couldn’t resist shopping in the many-stores

at the mall. That night we had a special
treat of cruising on the Jungle Queen River-
boat. We enjoyed eating on their special is-
land with after-dinner entertainment and
looking at the beautiful homes on the river.
It had truly been a special day and night we
would all remember.

Friday, after a leisurely breakfast, we
departed for home. We returned with special
memories, new found friends, and wonderful
times we will never forget. Hopefully, it
made us appreciate the past more; after all
it influences our present and future.

The MAC’s will have their monthly
luncheon on Thursday, February 16th, at
11:30 am in JTH. Following lunch there
will be a crafts time with Miss Marlene, lo-
cal artisan. The craft will be “male friendly”,
so guys don’t stay away. The cost for the
lunch and craft will be $15 per person due in
the church office by February 9th,

-Ann Chronister



Presbyterian Women’s:News'

All women in our church

are invited to visit any ¢r all of
the circles as we pray together, -
have Bible study, and somal‘_- %\
time. These small groups are - % = - ;'f'i‘_
an excellent way to meet other’ S W
PRE@BYTERIAN

women in our church family. If’
you have any questions; -call’
Diane Pasieka at 321-0601.. :
‘The date and location of*
circle meetings are as follows:
v Elizabeth Circle meets:on F¢
10 a.m. in the Fellowship Half.’

¥ Ruth Circle meets on February: 9t
a.m, at the home of Janet Anderso 1
Laurel Oak Drive. ;_ e :

v Esther Circle meets on' Februar
p.m. at the home of: Shlrle Os
Lighthouse Circle.” /7 i=

v Hannah Circle meets on’ Feb'ﬁ
p.m. at the home of.;.__June.
South Fletcher Avenue.: "

v Lydia Circle meets on’ ;Februar i
6:30 p.m. in the home of Joy7 Dry
5483 Florence Point Drive.

v Martha Circle meets on February 8th 0
a.m. in the home of Lisa ick at. 86119=
Shelter Island Drive. - B b

Vacation Bible School 2006
in 2006 will take place from 43 JURE ;'
June 12t through June 16th VB

tion Bible School is open to !‘ ;H‘
into kindergarten to chil- gacﬂTIo,y%L Ny
5th grade. Adults and youth will be
needed, and a volunteer sign up sheet will
where your gifts can be used. Remember!
This is the most fun an adult can have that

Vacation Bible School '
from 9 a.m. to noon. Vaca-
children who will be going
dren who will be going into e sao™
be in the March newsletter so decide now
is not illegal, immoral, or fattening!

“God’s Gift of Power

This month “Speed Weeks”
come to Daytona Beach.
Names like dJeff Gordon,
Richard Petty, dJr., Mark
Martin and Dale Earn-
hardt, Jr. fill the local news.

A few years ago NAS-
CAR superstar Richard
Petty was ticketed by the
North Carolina Highway
Patrol for reckless driving and leaving the
scene of an accident (USA Today, 9-23-96).
It seems that his patience was being tested
by a slower driver in front of him and he
was tailgating a little too close for comfort.
When “pokey’s” brake lights came on,
Petty’s car bumped him. Accidentally. Four
times. All in a day’s work at Daytona Inter-
national Speedway — but this was Interstate
85. Unrepentant, the famous racer told a
television reporter: “Now, if it had been a
NASCAR showdown, he would have been
over in the ditch somewhere.”

The Apostle Paul reminded his young
friend Tim that “God’s Spirit fills us with
power, love, and self-control.” There’s a time
and place for everything. In our First Pres-
byterian Church programs of worship, edu-
cation, and service it’s a time to use God’s
gift of power to keep the accelerator down
and push full-steam ahead in 2006. When

by Dr. Bob Smith

‘we’re tempted to grow impatient and put

others down with criticism or complaint, it’s
time to use God’s gift of self-control.

A Christian psychologist defines ma-
turity as “the ability to respond appropri-

~ately in any given situation.” The more open

we are to God’s Spirit of self-control, the bet-
ter able we are to do this.

P.S.: Richard, Jr., if youre reading
this - try using a little more patience than
your father with those of us who are
“tachometer - challenged.” And that pretty
brunette in the gold Mazda on your bumper
- she’s my wife Phoebe!
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t101pated although - some-'éha
m our mlssmn budget The MISSI

received into membershlp by. the Sessw
their public professions of faith’ |
- gation on Palm Sunday '(April Oth

¥ Worship Committee recelved Se
dates of Holy Communion’ for.20
vice for Wholeness will be held at’
12%.. Lenten Services ‘will be ‘hel
Wednesday during Lent, begmnlng
Wednesday (March 1st), '

v Commumcatmn/Evangehsm Commltte
the Session that the 2006 Elder/Deaco
will be held on February 18th at the.Wo
A plan to combine th¢ Name: Tag
with those of the head usher- was’ disc
approved. The Worshlp Commlttee wﬂl 16
head usher duties in the coming m
signage has been changed to reﬂect €
toral leadership. t

¥ Youth Committee descnbed up -coming;
going activities, including a good-"51gn up’
sumnmer mission trips. - '

¥ Personnel Commlttee reported that at_ her

part-time staff person workmg from hom
gition will be Commumty L1fe Coordmato

¥ Property Committee adv1sed that the Sanctua
stabilization project has been- complet .
new drain lines installed. The Anchor roof replac
ment has been completed. A new foldmg machlneﬁ
and computer have been acqulred : -

¥ The Annual Congregational Meetmg was set for February
12 at noen for the purposes stated elsewhere in. thls issue
of First Press,

Presbyterian Men's News

Presbyterian Men are off an running
with an tncrease in attendance and several big
events right around the corner.

The men at the January meeting en-
joyed a wonderful devotional by John Patter-
son about thankfulness, children praying, and
a well intentioned restaurant patron. Follow-
ing that, Don Monahan gave us an update on
the most recent "Shop With Cops" program at
Christmas. Besides an increase in both dona-
tions and in families served, Don has been
asked to work with the Nassau County Sher-
iffs Office in expanding the program off Ame-
lia Island and going to other parts of Nassau

‘County. Great job Don!!!

- February is a busy month this year for
the Presbyterian Men. Sunday, February Hth
will be Men's Sunday at the church, with
members of Presbyterian Men conducting all
facets of worship for both the 8:30 and 11 a.m.
services. We will again host Lady's Night Out,
our annual Valentine's dinner for -all the
women of First Presbyterian Church some-
time in February. Details are still being
worked out, so be sure to watch the announce-
ments in the church program for the particu-
lars about that evening.

It is good to see so many men join us at
our monthly meetings (204 Thursday of each
month beginning at 6:30 p.m.), and it is espe-
cially good seeing new faces each month, We
cannot stress how important it is for our men
to go out of their way to invite other men to
join us for fellowship with other men in
Christ.

The next Presbyterian Men's meeting
is Thursday, February 9t at 6:30 p.m.



Flower Calendar -

v February 5t - Lillie an
memory of their son, Ben

v February 12th - o enmfer adi
gan and Bram Engels‘izi
honor of their wedding: Whlch
was held in our. sanctuary
yesterday afternoon:

» February 19th - Faye Blr
- in loving memory of h
band, Buddy. =~ . -~

» February 26t - Marie Louis.
and Ernest Chaplin in lov (
parents, Angel and W. A. Davis.” -

Q - Groups of Eight @

Groups of Eight are up and running for
our fourth cycle. We hope everyone has a great
time and enjoys making new friends! This cy-
cle runs through May and the next cycle will
begin in September. If you haven’t been able to
participate, put September on your calendars!

Following the Vision

The visionary Mission Statement of First
Presbyterian Church calls us as a community
of faith to an exciting adventure:

As part of the body of Christ, the First Presbyte-

{rian Church family is c_alled together to wor-

ship God to nurture one another, to discover to:
gether where God is leading us, to plan effec-
tively how to carry out the ministry and mission
of Jesus Christ to the best of our ability. Our
outreach is to our families, our church, our
community, and to the world.

The leaders of our church will gear up
for “Following the Vision” at the 2006 Elders
and Deacons Retreat on February 18th, 2006.
Please pause a moment in the reading of this
article and ask God’s Holy Spirit to give dis-
cernment to these servant-leaders of our

church
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