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Just these lines, My Friends.

How wonderful it has been to be your
Temporary Supply Pastor for these last few
months. Your words and expressions of ap-
preciation for me and my ministry with you
have been heart-felt. It has been my privi-
lege to serve among you and I have learned
more and grown more because of your friend-
ship and love toward me. Thanks.

And how wonderful it is to know that
your new Pastor will be in place before too
long. I have had the pleasure of meeting Hol-
ton and getting to know him a wee-bit. As he
comes to take his place in your community, I
know you will welcome him with open arms.
He is a very gifted man and brings with him a
vision for First Church that will help move this
congregation to greater heights than you
have ever known.

Be proud of him and get to know him.
It will take a bit of time for him to learn all of
you by name. Be patient with him. He has

developed his own style of ministry and my

guess is that his way doing things will be
quite different from your “traditional” ways.
Give him a chance to show you the paths he
wishes to follow. Learn from him. Support
him and love him.

Please never forget that he wm need
some time to adjust, especially some family
time to help his wife and children learn how
to adapt to their new environment. Be ready
to assist him when he calls upon you.

- Between my leaving and Holton's arri-
val, you will be led in worship and pastoral
care by a delightful colleague in ministry, Dr.
Rebecca Langer. She begins her ministry of
a few weeks with you all on June 10™. You
will be blessed to be in her presence. She is
a gifted and dedicated servant of our Lord
and together, you all will move toward a more
mature relationship with Christ.

Thanks again for what you have meant
to me. '
Dr. Dwight S. Bayley

Please submit articles for the newsletter as early as possible, but no later than the 20th of each month.




Seamark Ranch

On Sunday, June 24, our Minute for
Mission speaker is Fred Meiners, Executive
Director of Seamark Ranch. It is an exciting
time in the life of the Ranch, as the roads
are completed and two sets of house par-
ents move in for the very first time. A
dream will be fulfilled by September, with
eight boys in one home and eight girls in the
other. :
For the very fortunate children who
move to the Ranch, they are likely to be liv-
ing in a stable, loving, Christian home for
the very first time. On the 468-acre Sea-
mark property on Black Creek, the children
will learn responsibility through chores,
working independently and as part of a team
to grow crops, and feed the livestock.

The houseparent family will provide a
loving, laughing family environment. The
husband and wife team will live in the home
24-hours a day and will be involved in all
aspects of their children’s day-to-day nur-
turing and spiritual guidance. Each child will
receive a therapeutic treatment plan with
specific goals and strategies for breaking
past dysfunctional patterns. Children will

have opportunities to improve their self-
esteem, and enhance their health and
physical fitness through farming, a thera-
peutic equine program and structured ath-
letic activities. A diverse recreation pro-
gram will offer lakes for boating and swim-
ming, ball fields, playgrounds and hiking
trails for all sorts of outdoor activities.

Children will develop successful social
skills in the home where solid family values
are modeled as part of their daily routine.
The Ranch’s Pathways Initiative for Educa-
tion will stabilize each child emotionally and
socially before reintroducing them to for-
malized education.

Pathways infuses education into the
day-to-day schedules of each child, along
with development of skills to improve self-
esteem, manage emotions, learn responsi-
bility, and develop appropriate interactions
with peers and adulits. .

Believing that every child deserves a
safe home, a loving trusting family and an
opportunity -to know our Lord Jesus, Sea-
mark’s child care program will offer each
child a future and a hope. :
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* High School Mission trip - June 2nd - June
9t" - Pre-registered high school youth par-
ticipate in the mission trip to South Da-
kota.

* Youth Beach Party - Friday, June 15 from
6 to 8:30 p.m. at Peter’s Point for both
middle school and high school youth.

* Water Slide Party and cookout - Wednes-
day, June 20" from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at
the church for both middle school and high
school youth.

* Great Escape - July 16™ - July 20™. Pre-
registered middle school youth participate
in the Great Escape in Ocala.

* High School Planning session. - Sunday,
July 22" from noon to 2 p.m. High school
youth will meet after church for pizza and
a planning session for youth activities for
the 2007-2008 school year.

* Fall Youth Retreat - October 26% - 28,
Camp Montgomery. Join our church’s
youth at a fall retreat which will include a
ropes course on Saturday morning.

Annual Church Garage Sale

Unclutter your house
and garage by donating
your "treasures" for the
annual church garage
sale on Saturday, July
21 from 8 a.m. until 2
p.m. The "behind-the-
scenes" action really
starts on Tuesday eve- '
ning, July 17™, when we set up tables and
start loading donatlons into the fellowship
hall. The rest of the week, we arrange,
sort, and price the items. The more help we
have, the more fun it is. Come join us
Wednesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. for lots of fun and fellowship while we
prepare and of course on Saturday to pick
up some "treasures" to add to your collec-
tion. See the church office for a key and
directions to the "treasure" room.

Counting Blessings

I don't know where the
time goes. It seems like I was
just writing articles for the last [i
newsletter. This really is a busy ‘&
time of year and the days seem
to be swirling past like gale force
winds. Summer is upon us. Whether or not
you have children in school or college, June
always brings us to endings and beginnings
with anticipation of vacations, travel, new
adventures and visitors!

For children, the end of the school

year always marks a milestone in their life |

journey. They are happy to be finished with
the grade they were in and glad to be en-
tering a higher grade in the fall, although,
they are willing to take a few months off to
savor their accomplishment. No classes, no
structure, no worries.
For those of us who are not children,
“how are we marking the milestone of an-
other year? What accomplishment are you
savoring? Is it a Bible Study completed, a
deepening of faith, a stronger, more power-
ful devotional & prayer time? Has your mar-
riage improved? Are you nurturing relation-
ships with friends and family? Are you tak-
ing care of yourself-physically, mentally and
spiritually? God wants to grow us in every
area of our lives. Make plans to have some-
thing to savor when summer is over.
Doris Davis
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Communications Committee News

Hurrah! A New Pastor»

On Sunday, May 20™, the congre-
gation received the report of our Pastoral
Nominating Committee, (PNC), who
brought before us the name of the Rev.
Dr. L. Holton Siegling, Jr. The congrega-
tion voted unanimously to approve his
call and the terms, and so he will become
our new Senior Pastor. We expect that he
will begin his duties on July 9. Dr. Hol-
ton is married to Martha Ann, and the
couple have two children, Harrison aged
7, and Will aged 2 .

We thank Chairman, Larry Wil-
liams, and the entire PNC for their hard
work over the last 18 months which has
culminated in such a God chosen out-
come.

Retired Sexton

Our Sexton, Tony
Brewer has retired. His
last day was on April
30", and the church
staff arranged a good-
bye party for him with
cookies and goodies. A
plaque has been or-
dered to commemorate
his wonderful service to
the church, and the Session has authorized a
going away present in the form of gift certifi-
cates to Tony’s favorite stores. We are look-
ing for Tony’'s replacement. If you know of
anyone who has the appropriate experience,
and might be interested in the job, please
have them call the church office.

The corporate MiSsion Statement as
translated by the lowest ranking cubicle
occupant:

"We the willing, led by the unknowing, are
doing the impossible for the ungrateful. We
have done so much for so long with so little,
we are now qualified to do anything with
nothing”

Author Unknown

A Timely Thought

“There is no way to peace. Peace is the
way.”

Dr. A.). Muste (1885-1967)




Vacation Bible School
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Teacher Appreciation

Many thanks to the dedicated teachers
who faithfully taught Sunday School this
past school year: !

» Preschool through Youth: Kim
Scheele, Anita Hammond, JoAnn Hord,
Shirley Owens, Doris Holloway, Lisa
Caddy, Jeannie Langley, Kathleen Har-
dee, Nancy Scofield, Barbara Ross,
Darren Smith, Dina and Roger Martin,
Becca Gillespie, Lauren Coe, Amy
Steffen, Elaine Burford, and Ginny
Grupe, Marilyn Flynn, Megan Scheele

¥ Children’s Church: Kasey Sapp, Lynn
Hicks, Hope Strarke, Joy Drewry (k-2),
and Kim Scheele and Shirley Owens
(preschool)

v Adult Classes: Sally Ericksen, Becca
Gillespie, Jayne Conkin, Stan Everett,
Stephanie Kirpatrick, Rich and Claludia
Welshhans, Jesse and Becky Duke, Bar-
bara Kent Holland, Mac Noden, John
Patterson, Bill Wade, Terri Korn-Speer
(Kerygma), and our beloved Ann Tho-

mas.

-'kltch,en, _o,r_
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Vacation Bible School
At |
First Presbyterian Church
June 18™ - 22™ 2007
9 a.m. to Noon
Wednesday, June 20th
Family Water Park Fun

: .Mult_l <co.lvo:
Cool whip-t

Juice boxes .

Noon to 2:30 p.m.

1824 Activities Planned Hot Dogs, Sno Cones and
Kafe KAOSS will be open from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Thursdays for local young adults and those
returning home from college for the summer. Friday Night, June 22"
Summer activities are currently being| 7 p.m.

planned for this age group, and more details '
will follow in a later newsletter. If you are 18

to 24, come hang out in the Kafe.

Two Super Water Slides

Splashtacular Finale
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5. June 18-22

VBS

* K-5th grade

June 2007

) R s ‘ ;
First Presbyterian Church 9 N. 6th Street Fernandina Beach, FL -
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Youth Fly Out

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

12:00p Luncheon for | 4:00p Christian Ed 7:00p Property 6:15p Communication | 8:00a Prayer

Dr. Bayley-JTH Comm : Comm

1:00p VBS Planning 6:30p Youth Comm 6:45p Mission Comm

Meeting

10

Last day to register
for VBS

11

12

13

14

8:00a Prayer

1:00p Esther Circle @
Phyllis Rouse

15

6:00p-8:30p High
School Beach Party
@ Peter’s Point

16

17 Communion
Happy Father’s Day

< 7’
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N

24

6:00p Halfway House
Ministry

25

26

27
9:00a-12:00p in JTH
Summer Shorts

Y

(%
C

23
9:00a-1:00p Quilt
Guild

28
8:00a Prayer

29

30




New Senior Pastor at First Presbyterian

Rev. Dr. L. Holton Siegling, Jr. - “Martha
Ann and I are extremely excited about
the possibility of joining you in ministry at
First Church, Fernandina Beach. We are
appreciative of all the
support and encourage-
ment we have received
from the Pastor Nominat-
ing Committee. It is evi-
dent that you, the con-
gregation and staff, are
alive and active in
Christ's service." “God
has truly blessed us
throughout our lives and
has enabled us to serve
two wonderful church
families. For God to see
fit to bring us together
reaffirms my conviction
in the abundance of
God's grace. The oppor-
tunities and challenges of .

this call are met with faithfulness and joy.

Please know that Martha Ann and I are
praying for God's continued wisdom and
guidance as you gather together to dis-
cern God's will for your church.”

L. Holton Siegling, Jr. was born in
Orangeburg, SC, on July 15%, 1971, Early
in his life his family moved to Charleston,
SC, where he was an active member of
Second Presbyterian Church. He first felt
called to the ministry as a sophomore in
high school and has lived into that calling
ever since. Holton attended St. Andrews
Presbyterian College before transferring
to Clemson University, where he received

his undergraduate degree in English in

1995. He earned his Master of Divinity
from Princeton Theological Seminary in
1998 and his Doctor of Ministry from Co-
lumbia Theological Seminary in 2007.
He served as the Associate Pastor for
Youth and Families at First Presbyterian
Church in Spartanburg, SC - a large

church with about 2,700 rmembers - from
1998-2002. He has served as the Pastor
of the Marion Presbyterian Church in
Marion, SC, from 2002-2007. Under his
leadership that church
has grown in member-
ship, worship  atten-
dance, Christian educa-
tion enrollment, and giv-
.ing. When PNC members
visited his church it was
obvious he is much
loved. He has always
been an active member
of the presbytery and of
the greater church, serv-
ing most recently as a
member of the Commit-
tee on Preparation for
Ministry, as chair of the
New Harmony Presby-
tery's Alternative Exami-
nation Panel, and as a
reader of our national ordination exams.

Holton enjoys being a full and contribut-
ing member of the community and has
served on several boards and councils. He
has especially enjoyed his work as a
board member of Habitat for Humanity
and as the President of the Marion Rotary
Club.

His wife, Martha Ann, is a native of
Greenville, SC, and is a 1995 graduate of
Clemson University with a degree in Mar-
keting and Tourism Management. She has
worked as a conference coordinator for
Princeton University and as a customer
service representative for the Spartan-
burg Area Chamber of Commerce, as well
as being active in the Spartanburg and
Marion communities. They have 2 ener-
getic children, Harrison (7 years) and Will
(2 1/2 years). As a family, the Sieglings
delight in spending time outdoors to-
gether as well as enjoying fellowshlp with
family and friends.
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Memorial Gifts - January through April 2007

To The Endowment Trust Fund Dan & Anne Kirby

In Memory of S.P. Birkitt Dennis & Barbara Kirkpatrick
Margaret Boyce Sung & Hope Lee
Helen & Biagio Litrico
In Memory of Perk Bowers Ann & Bobby Mayne
George & Vivian Geiger Joyce McQuaig
Susan Steger Gwen Miller
Carol Milligan
In Memory of James & William Marcum Original Adults Sunday School Class
Andy Allan & Family John & Diane Pasieka
Linda Love & Family ' Joel & Alice Payne
Cynthia Sapp & Family Jane Philips
Beulah Samples
In Memory of Paul & Louise Shaver Ted & Bunny Selby
Karen Weber . James Shaw

Mack & Janet Sisson
- . Billy & Joyce Smith

To The Philips Memorial Fund ' Ter);i Sple'
Lisa Stevens
Ed & Marlene Strobach
Ken & Nancy Sturges
Thelma Thornton
Herb & Addie Underwood

In Memory of Ann Thomas
Janet Anderson

Paul and Sue Ayers

Sally Barrow

Eason Bennett

Mary Bennett Sarah Wall
Faye Birkett Louise Webb
Allene White

Jean Boles

Dennis Bunch

Sarah Bunch

Stanley Bunch

Frank Burbank

Clare & Barbara Cleland
Merle & Jayne Conkin
Joe & Mary Tom Drew
John & Suzanna Harland

In Memory Perk Bowers
George & Vivian Geiger
Terri Speer

In Memory of Mandy Stover
Nelson & Marilyn Showalter

John Hassell ‘ To The Education Fund

Cyril & Mary Jo Higgs

Mary Hughes In Memory of Billy and Linton Featherston
Carl & Mary Hunt ‘ Eddie Lou Featherston

Elston Johnson

James Johnson In Memory of Paul Shaver

Joel Johnson ) Nelson & Marilyn Showalter

Dick & Trisha Kenner Susan Steger
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Presbyterian Women News

Thanks to all in our church who con-
tributed to Networker’s again this year by
buying Mother’s Day cards. It is good to
know that you have saved the lives of preg-
nant women and babies in countries where
malaria is the leading cause of death in in-
fants. God bless you.

Also, thanks to all the ladies who made
our Spring Fling such a success. Good food
and fellowship were enjoyed by all who at-
tended. Congratulations to Carolyn Guerrin
who received this year's Lifetime Member
Award. The annual Birthday Offering was col-

lected at this event and proceeds will go toward
five very worthwhile mission projects selected
by the national Presbyterian Women’s organi-
zation.

Esther Circle is the only one meeting in
June. The meeting will be at the home of
Phyllis Rouse on June 14™ at 1 p.m. All Circles
will meet again for our Kick Off Luncheon and
Program on September 13", Mark your calen-
dars for this program. Remember to collect toi-
letries for Barnabas Center during the months
of July and August and deposit them in the PW
box in the Jim Thomas Hall.

First Press is published monthly as part of the ministry of First Presbyterian Church.
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Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
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Sunday Worship Hours: 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:50 a.m.
Thursday Morning Prayer Group: 8:00 a.m.



