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day: “Dear departed Brother Dave, he chased 
a bear into a cave;” or “Rest in peace cousin 
Huet, we all know you didn’t do it.”  And my 
favorite, “Here lies Wathel R. Bender, he rode 
to glory on a fender.” 

If you attended one of our services on 
Easter morning, you know that we prayerfully 
considered the idea that, long before being 
set in stone, our epitaphs are mixed with the 
full breadth of life’s experiences.  If the truth 
be known, the things that matter the most to 
us are the very things that will be remem-
bered about us. 

I read a particularly moving obituary 
about a man named Jeffrey Lewis Calloway.  
“Jeff’s first love was his soul mate Rachel, 
along with sweet daughters Alexandria and 
Gillian, and Dexter, his faithful dog.  His 
countless achievements include the reading of 
thousands of bedtime stories, numerous 
wrestling matches, muffin making lessons, 
many camping trips, several monsters slain 
under the bed, a myriad of swimming holes 
explored, bushels of tomatoes harvested, 
endless late-night talks filled with hopes and 
dreams yet to be realized and hundreds of 
Sundays spent holding sleeping children on 
hard church pews.  His passion was building.  
Up until the day of his death, he oversaw the 
renovation of the roof structure and kitchen 
on the old house where his family lives.  His 
garden continues to flourish.” 

Thanks be to God, that in a simple gar-
den tomb the world’s central miracle took 
place, and from that empty tomb comes the 

Dear Friends, 
 

 It should come as no 
surprise that one of our fa-
vorite vacation destinations is 
Disney World, a fact due in 
part to the two active young 
boys running around our 
home.  I went there several 
times as a child and can still 
remember quite vividly the 
very first time I rode Space 

Mountain, which is a roller coaster hidden 
within a mountainous structure located in 
what Disney affectionately calls Tomorrow 
Land.  I remember standing in line with my 
father and hearing him tell me that, although 
he had ridden Space Mountain once before, it 
looked a whole lot worse than it really was.  A 
few short minutes later, I realized that my 
father’s memory was beginning to fade.  

Actually, one of the less thrilling rides 
proved to be my favorite - The Haunted 
House.  The ride itself was certainly fun.  
Through special effects, it appeared as 
though ghosts were riding in the seat next to 
you; but as enjoyable as the ride was, how 
you were entertained while you waited in line 
was equally interesting. 

There on the hillside as you weaved 
your way through a series of lines was a pre-
tend cemetery.  I loved trying to stick my 
head through the cemetery gate while strain-
ing my eyes to read the playful epitaphs on 
each stone. 

I can still remember some of them to-
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greatest epitaph of them all, “He Is Not 
Here!”  And friends, that message contin-
ues to flourish.  It flourishes as our lives 
testify to God’s love, thereby demonstrat-
ing that the words “He is not here” are not 
simply words of the past, but that through 
the power of God they are a very present 
reality. 

The Christian faith has endured be-
cause there are a multitude of people who 
make it impossible for you to forget that 
there are Christians in your midst.  I have 
found that such a legacy of faith is not ac-
complished through pious words or deeds 
or from a cold or harsh legal standard of 
life, but solely through the power of Christ 
who rose triumphant from the dead.   

How we witness to God’s love in 
Christ comes in many different and faithful 
forms, but rest assured our witness does-
n’t have to be grandiose.  Perhaps like Jef-
frey Calloway, our testimony to God’s 
grace occurs when we bring our children, 
or as many others as the Lord may call, to 
the place where we as the church gather to 
worship God and learn about our faith; for 
it is by grace through faith that we are as-
sured that we share in Christ’s victory over 
death. 

“Tell me,” said one of Martin Lu-
ther’s enemies to him sneeringly, “tell me 
– when the whole world turns against you 
– Church, State, princes, people – where 
will you be then?” 

“Where shall I be then?”  responded 
Luther.  “Why, then as now, in the hands 
of Almighty God!” 
   

In Christ’s Service, 
Holton 
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Pastor’s Article, continued from page 1 

Coffee Service 
 

● April 6th - Christian Ed Com-
mittee 

 

● April 13th - Esther Circle 
 

● April 20th - Communications Committee 
 

● April 27th - Hannah Circle 
 

Old Fashioned Hymn Sing 
 

Request your favorite hymn now! 
 

 Let Stephen Noden know your favorite 
hymns!  As part of our 150th anniversary 
celebration, Stephen will be leading our Old 
Fashion Hymn Sing scheduled after our 
church picnic on Saturday, May 17th.   In 
order to prepare for this event, we need to 
hear from you!   Request your favorite 
hymn now! You can find Stephen at church 
singing in the choir, or call him at 557-
3196, or e-mail him at stephen-
noden@hotmail.com. 

Camp Montgomery Family Retreat 
April 18, 19 & 20th 

 

 Dead l ine 
for registration is 
Thursday, April 
10th.  Get your 
reservation en-
velope with pay-
ment in to the 
church office 
ASAP!  Information and envelopes are avail-
able in the office, Jim Thomas Hall and in 
the pew racks.  Room and cabin assign-
ments will be made based on paid reserva-
tions.  Questions, call Doris at 261-3837 or 
speak to Susan King or Janine Cazell at 
church. New events are being planned this 
year along with cherished old traditions of 
campfire with smores, ice cream social and 
Sunday morning outdoor worship.  You can’t 
get a better deal anywhere for this much 
fun, fellowship, food and recreation. Plus 
you get to share this wonderful weekend 
with your family and friends of First Presby-
terian Church.  Life is Good at FPC. 

Driver Safety Course 
 

 

The last AARP Driver Safety Class until this 
fall will be held on April 28th and 29th. The 
class size is limited so call the church office at 
261-3837 to enroll now. You will save on your 
auto insurance by completing this course. The 
Rev. Bert Swearingen will be the instructor.  
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 Presbyterian Men will meet Thurs-
day, April 10th at 6:30.  The speaker will 
be Walter Fufidio, Planning Director for 
Nassau County’s Growth Management De-
partment. The Growth Management De-
partment provides technical planning sup-
port to the Board of County Commission-
ers, County Administrator, and other 
County Departments. The department per-
forms the daily operations associated with 
the implementation of the Nassau County 
Comprehensive Plan, provide interpreta-
tions of the current planning and zoning 
regulations, administer the Development 
Review Committee process, and consult 
and coordinate with Commissioners, 
County staff and departments, developers 
and residents.   Walter is relatively new to 
Nassau County, so he may bring some 
fresh perspectives to the growth issues 
facing the county.    
 Our meeting will consist of fellow-
ship time, a meal ($10), devotion and a 
speaker.  Plan to be with us and bring a 
friend. 

History of the FPC in Fernandina 

150th Celebration 
 

 On Monday, April 14th, 
7:30 p.m.,  the First Presby-
terian Church membership is 
invited to attend the Duncan 
Lamont Clinch Historical Soci-
ety’s quarterly meeting as 
they present a “History of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Fernandina.”  
The meeting will be held in the sanctuary, 
is open to the public, and free of charge. 
 “You are invited to hear the real 
story of Major Duryee and the bell and how 
a simple New England Meeting style struc-
ture evolved into the Church that has shel-
tered its congregation since the 1860.   
Susan Hardee Steger, the great-great 
granddaughter of Archibald Baker, the first 
minister to lead the congregation and close 
friend of David and Nannie Yulee will be 
our guide. Inspired by her mother, Suz-
anne Hardee, who served as the Church 
historian, Susan will be sharing her own 
perspective gained from exploring the 
original session minutes.   
 For any of you who might be curious 
about how our ancestors coped with the 
challenges of daily existence, Susan will 
enlighten you with practical tips provided 
by the “Houseskeeper’s Assistant,” a cook-
book created by the women of the church 
in 1883.  More than a story about a build-
ing, this is a story about people who had 
the vision and determination to create a 
community that we are privileged to call 
home.”  (Newsletter – Historical Society) 

Flower Calendar 
 

● April 6th - Nancy 
and Scott Inboden 
To the Glory of 
God and in honor 
of loved ones 

● April 13th - Ann 
Robas and daugh-
ters Victoria, An-
nie, and Toni in 
loving memory of 
her husband and their father, John Ro-
bas. 

● April 20th - Margaret Pinchback in mem-
ory of her husband, John 

● April 27th - Georgette Giles in honor of 
her husband, Theodore Giles and grand-
son, Darren Plante's birthdays. 

Coming Soon…. 
The Good News Table 

 

 Watch for the Good News Book Table 
coming in April. The first Sunday of every 
month your Evangelism Committee members 
will be manning a table of books in the Fel-
lowship Hall. You may add one to your per-
sonal library or give one to a friend. Copies 
will also be available to check out. The em-
phasis will on “defense of the faith” and vari-
ous other faith-building titles.  
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First Presbyterian Church of Fernan-

dina Beach, Florida 

150th Anniversary Celebration 
 
 

Saturday, May 17, 2008 
6:00 p.m. 

All Church Picnic –  
Old Fashion Hymn Sing* 

Maxwell Hall/Methodist Church  
Hymn Sing First Presbyterian Church 

Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, May 18, 2008 

8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m 
Worship Services* 

Rev. Dr. L. Holton Siegling Jr. officiating 
Reception between services  
to honor former pastors, 

 their families, and special guests. 
 

*Nursery Available 

MACs  
(mature adult Chrisitans,  

55 and over) 
 

will meet for a Spring 
Luncheon and Concert 
by the Songspinners on 
Thursday, April 17th at 
11:30 a.m. in Jim Tho-
mas Hall. A delicious 
lunch will be catered by 
Lisa Harter of As You 

Like It. Lisa will also give us an update on 
her son, Taylor, who was wounded in Iraq. 
Cost for lunch will be $10.00 per person. 
Please rsvp at 261-3837 by April 10th.   

 

 Anyone who says he/she is a Chris-
tian, is called by God to be a witness to the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Acts 1:8 says, 
“…you are called to be my witnesses…to 
the ends of the earth.” Christ wants us to 
tell people who are slaves to sin, living in 
darkness, and worshipping worthless 
things (instead of the one true God) about 
the Good News today. He wants them to 
receive forgiveness from their sins. 

A witness is someone who testifies 
to what he/she has seen and heard as a 
Christian in word and deed. Has your life 
been changed? Are you a different person 
now? The witnesses in Acts couldn’t help 
telling what they had seen and heard. And 
people, from the earliest times have been 
witnesses to the great and wonderful 
things Christ has done. 

Share what you have experienced, 
seen and heard. And don’t lose heart or 
grow weary in spreading Good News. Make 
a difference in this lost and hurting world. 

Share the Good News with someone 
today! 

A New Look 
 

 The FPC Library is going through a 
facelift! On Saturday, March 15th, during 
the church spruce-up day, several library 
committee members met in the library and 
with help were able to get the large book-
cases moved to the parlor.  This enabled us 
to get the computer that had been closeted 
in a very tiny confined space out into the 
library proper.  We hope to make the com-
puter accessible to all who wish to look up 
a book to see it if is in our collection.  We 
hope to keep the two library rooms strictly 
for library use and not serve as a storage 
area.  Please be mindful of this when you 
can’t find a spot for something.  We are so 
proud of our library and so grateful to 
those who are helping to bring it up to date 
and user friendly. 



 

 
5 

“If These Walls Could Talk” 
Christmas Memories 

 

 Looking back over my childhood years in the 1950s and 1960s, I 
recall Mrs. Pauline Delevan as one of our congregation's most memora-
ble members.  Though I knew few details of her life, I remember my 
mother telling me she played the cello--probably the only one between 
Atlanta and the music department at the University of Florida--an in-
strument that unfortunately met its doom when a chair collapsed upon 
it after she performed at a Women of the Church event.  Since she was one of my Sun-
day School teachers when I was in elementary school, I do know for sure that she was 
the daughter of a Presbyterian missionary to Palestine in the 1920s, a genera-
tion before the 1947 UN partition of that country that created the state of Israel.  Mrs. 
Delevan alternately fascinated us with ancient artifacts and memories of Palestinian life 
and reproached us for our hopelessness at memorizing the Children's Catechism. She 
labored valiantly every Sunday to transmit her rigorous Calvinist faith, while I and 
my classmates fidgeted in the un-air conditioned classroom and daydreamed about 
shedding our Sunday School clothes and heading for the beach. 

Her most enduring contribution to the Church, however, was her gift of authentic 
Palestinian clothing that outfitted decades of children's Christmas pageants, including 
clothing for the Three Kings, various shepherds, Joseph, and, best of all, a costume for 
Mary that included a bridal headdress made of Palestinian coins.  The traditional dress 
and embroidered woolen fabrics of 1920s Palestine matched our ideas of the dress of 

Jesus's time, with veils for the women and keffiyeh headdresses 
and long robes for the men. We were convinced that our Presby-
terian Church's living nativity had the best costumes, if not the 
best acting, in the whole wide world.   
 Preparations for the pageant, which usually coincided with 
the Joy Gift offering, were always exciting.  Mothers did last-

minute mending of the fragile costumes that were probably fifty years old when I par-
ticipated.  Old hands tried to recall how the various mystifying pieces of clothing were 
arranged. The voluminous circular pantaloons worn by one of the Wise Men had to be 
drawn up by an endless drawstring, leading to much giggling, particularly during the 
year when the designated Wise Man showed up in argyle socks.  On one memorable 
Christmas, I got to be Mary and wear the tinkling headdress, since I was still short 
enough to fit under the roof of the wooden stable, built too low for my taller high school 
friends.  Fortunately, the pageant members didn't have speaking parts, but I'm sure I 
tried very hard to look suitably rapt and holy as I gazed down at the baby doll wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and laid in our Florida-built manger. As the years went by, the cher-
ished costumes became more patches than fabric, and eventually, to my mother's great 
sorrow, had to be discarded. I am sure, though, that Mrs. Delevan, while still pondering 
the benefits of the Children's Catechism, continues to smile down on the children of the 
Church, while her wonderful gifts from Palestine still live in the memories of those of us 
who were blessed to help bring Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the Magi to life each 
Advent season.   

Submitted by Kathleen Hardee Arsenault 
Daughter of the late Suzanne Davis Hardee 

Great-great granddaughter of Archibald Baker 
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$ FINANCE FACTS $ 

 
Did You Know… 

Your Session has adopted a 2008 Budget of $797,000 in Expenses (compared with $657,000 
spent in 2007). Budgeted Income in 2008 is $700,000 based on current pledges,  
(versus $707,000 received in 2007).   
 
Check Finance Facts each month in the Newsletter for more important and interesting infor-
mation about your Church Family Finances. 

 
FPC BUDGET 

Amounts in Thousands of Dollars 
 
      2007   2008 
      Actual  Budget 
___________________________________________________ 
General Income    707  700_______                           
Expenses 
  Mission     144  101   
  Evangelism        >1    >1    
  Communication         7    17 
  Christian Education     27    32 
  Youth       17    23    
  Membership Care      15    13 
  Personnel     290  444* 
  Administration/Office Equipmt     35    37 
  Finance/Insurance     23    21 
  Property/Care, Maintenance, Utilities   85    97 
  Worship/Choir          8      9 
  Special/Other        6      4   
Total Expenses     657   797 
 
Excess/(Deficit) 
  Of Income over Expenses   50    (97)** 
 

Totals may not add due to rounding. 
 
* - This figure includes 1/2 year’s compensation for the two additional staff 
(Youth Director and Associate Pastor). 
** - Deficit to be covered by previously accumulated savings. 

 
The Finance Committee solicits your prayers for our Church finances as we seek God’s will 
and seek to fund FPC’s future plans.  The Committee also welcomes your questions and com-
ments.  
 
Please feel free to contact Holton or any member of the Finance Committee: Emily Kunzel-
mann (Chair - 321-2169), Jack Dickison, Len Ermold (261-4718), John Grupe, Jack Meeks 
(Treasurer), David Sapp, and Ron Walker (261-4475). 
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April is Teacher Appeciation Month at FPC 
 

Thank you to our dedicated teachers and leaders in Noah’s Place, KIDMO, children’s 
church, youth and adult classes, and Sunday evening youth programs. With sincere ap-
preciation for your faithful service this year, the Christian Education and Youth Commit-
tees commend and ask God’s blessing on: 
 
Anita Hammond Kim Scheele   Shirley Owens   Marilyn Flynn 
Hope Stark   Emily & Grace Kunzelmann Martha Ann Siegling  Darren Smith 
Jeannie Langley Doris Holloway  Martha Ratchford  Carolyn Lockhart 

Ben Cazell  Andra & Casey DeViese Becca Gillespie  Bill Tucker  
Susan King  Janine Cazell   Roger Martin   Todd Lockhart  
Amy Bunk  Marissa Chenoweth  Jayne onkin   Stephen Noden 

Barb Kent Holland Stephanie Kirkpatrick Sally Ericksen   George Geiger 
Bill Wade  Claudia & Rich Welshhans Stan Everett   John Patterson 
Malcolm Noden  
 

Please be intentional in your efforts to show thankfulness and appreciation to our leaders 
for their constant presence, preparation and loving care. 

From the Presbytery and Beyond 
 

● Plans are well underway for the 218th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), to be held June 21-28, 
in San Jose, California. The 2008 theme 
is “Do justice, love kindness, walk hum-
bly with your God” (Micah 6:8).  

● A new Internet Web site aimed at getting 
Presbyterians 50 and over has been 
launched by the National Health Minis-
tries (NHM) office of the PCUSA. Living 
Longer, Feeling Better (www.pcusa.org/
healthyliving) features health and well-
ness resources to assist older adults in 
achieving and maintaining good health.  

● Twelve Presbyterians are being sought 
for the committee that will create the 
first new Presbyterian hymnal since 
1990. The new hymnal will be put to-
gether by a committee of 12 Presbyteri-
ans plus David Eicher, the hymnal’s edi-
tor, as voting members.  

● The Senior Adult Ministries annual Spring 
Fling at Camp Montgomery will take 
place on Thursday, April 17th from 9:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The cost is $14, and 
the registration deadline is Friday, April 
11th. This year’s program will be on how 
to attract butterflies to your home gar-
den. 

� Sunday, April 6th.  No youth group 
meetings because of Spring Break. 

� Sunday, April 13th.  Middle and sr. high 
youth meet at church at 6 p.m. for 
youth group meetings. 

� Sunday, April 20th.  No youth group 
meetings because of the Church Family 
Retreat at Camp Montgomery. 

� Sunday, April 27th.  Buccaneer Game 
for middle and sr. high youth at 6 p.m. 
at church. 

Graduating Seniors 
 
 
The Youth Committee will 
recognize graduating sen-
iors on Sunday, June 1st 
at the 11:00 service. If 
you have a graduating 
senior, please contact 
Doris Holloway at 277-

8366. 
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First Presbyterian Mission News 
 

 Saturday, April 26th is the date!  Will six able-bodied men please contact Roland Knight, 
583-0505, to help build a desperately needed ramp?  The ramp will allow a couple in Yulee to 
leave their trailer home.  The materials for the ramp are being provided by our church’s mission 
dollars, and the Lutheran church is providing some construction supervision and expertise.  This 
is definitely a feel-good day for those hardworking Presbyterians who are first to sign up.  Join 
the crew! 
 On June 23rd - 30th, several lucky First Pres members will be enjoying a wonderful Sum-
mer Vacation opportunity to serve the Lord and enjoy the beautiful mountains of West Vir-
ginia.  There are two more spaces left if you would like to participate in this joint mission trip 
with Amelia Baptist Church to Matewan, West Virginia (of Hatfield and McCoy fame!).   
 We will be serving the Matewan Ministerial Association - the people and churches of 
Mingo County (among the bottom 10 counties in the nation in terms of economics).  There is 
something for everyone to do.  
 Some things you may be involved in include: making repairs on dilapidated homes, 
painting, stocking a food pantry, sorting and folding clothes in the Clothes Closet, making up 
gift baskets for the homebound elderly, bringing vacation bible school to subsidized housing 
complexes, singing at an interdenominational service, doing a puppet show with a gospel mes-
sage, making and packing lunches for the work crews, cooking dinner for the mission team, etc. 
 Total cost will be much lower than most weeklong summer vacations you’ve taken!  Ball-
park estimates are about $250, mostly for lodging, plus pitching in for food and gas. 
  

Participants for Clean Up Day 

March 15th, 2008 
 
Many thanks and a big round of applause to all of our volunteers on March 15th.  We enjoyed 

great weather, fellowship and a wonderful sense of accomplishment after we were finished.  We 
set a record for volunteer turnout and we hope that when the next call goes out for another 
work we will beat this record.  Next time you see one of the volunteers listed tell them thank 

you for all their hard work. 
 
 
Jim Thomas   
Shirley Owens 
Cyril and Mary Jo Higgs 
Trish Booten 
Joel Payne 
Barbara Hooper 
Emily Kunzelman 
Jane Turney 
Sandi Neal 
Susan Clark 
Doc Burgess 
Rich Welshhans 
Jeannie Langley 

Ed and Trish Kramer 
Bill and Terri Cunningham 
Stephen Noden 
Will Siegling 
Bill Erickson 
John Grupe 
Susan Steger 
Nancy Inboden 
Polly Hord 
Harrison Siegling 
Len and Pat Ermold 
Jack Dickison 
Walt West 

Richard Johnson 
Bill Wade 
Nelson Showalter 
Ralph and Linda Palumbo 
Jana Rainey 
Darren Smith 
Bill Erickson 
John Grupe 
Susan Steger 
Nancy Inboden 
Polly Hord 
Dan and Robin Marley 
Clay and Yvonne Treska 
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Presbyterian Women News 
 

 Good News from the Presbyterian Women.  After designating 
our Bazaar funds for both local and world missions we still had about 
$750.00 remaining.   
 At our March CT meeting we had a providential experience.  
Dani Gammel, Vice President of the Coalition for the Homeless, spoke 
to us about the Coalition. She also told us about the need for mat-
tresses at the Little House Ministries, the Homeless Mission at the First 
Assembly of God Church.  They were in dire need of washable, blow up 
mattresses and at the time they were going to have to tell the next 
clients that they would have to sleep on the floor.  Our CT voted to use 
our remaining funds to send to the Little House Ministries.  Thanks to 
Mary Hunt for researching the project. 
 The “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas” bazaar committee has 
set dates for workshops.  All workshops will be held at Phyllis Rouse’s house.  The dates are 
March 25th and  April 22nd.  Anyone interested in working on one of the projects is welcomed.   
 We will have the Christmas Porch Lanterns for sale this year, but they will only be sold 
by reservation.  Deadline for ordering them is April 10th. The Bazaar committee is also start-
ing to collect Christmas Past items (regifted or unused) and old Christmas Ornaments or 
decorations.  We now have storage in the old Volunteer Room in Angel Davis Hall. We are 
collecting two items for the bazaar: clean panty hose and picture frames (up to 5x7 
size).  They may be placed in the PW box in the fellowship hall or taken to circle meetings, 
and Phyllis Rouse will gather them from there. 
 

� Cookbooks are to be shipped around March 24th so be ready to grab them up when 
they come in.  They will be $16 a book.   

� 150th Celebration ornaments have also been ordered.  They are beautiful and they 
will be selling for $20.00 ea. 

� The circles are selling Mother’s Day cards to raise money for Networkers, an or-
ganization that saves lives by providing mosquito nets and malaria prevention edu-
cation in Africa.  Our goal is to raise $1000.00. 

� St. Augustine Presbytery Jubilee Spring Retreat at Montgomery Conference Center 
will be held April 25th and 26th.  We would love to have a good representation.  
Please contact Trish Booton if you are able to attend. 

� First Presbyterian Women will hold their Spring Fling on June 1st.  Please mark your 
calendar with that date.  All women of the church are invited for good food, good 
fellowship and celebration of the Birthday Offering.  

 

Presbyterian Women Circle Meetings for April 

● Elizabeth Circle –April 10th, 10 a.m., Jim Thomas Hall 

● Esther Circle – April 10th, 1 p.m., Beverly Monahan’s home 
● Hannah Circle – April 10th, 7 p.m., June Harris’ home 
● Lydia Circle  - April 7th, 6:30 p.m., Joy Drewry’s home 
● Martha Circle – April 9th, 10 a.m., Sandi Neal’s home 
● Ruth Circle  - April 10th, 10 a.m., Eunice Kurtz’ home 
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Easter Sunday at FPC 
 

The children of FPC celebrated Easter Sunday with a picnic breakfast and egg hunt and deco-
rated the cross with flowers from church member’s gardens. 



 

 

Communications Committee News 
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Office Stuff 
 

 As part of a new “green” initiative to help save paper, ink and 
postage, the committee has decided to set up a new e-mail distribu-
tion system for First Press. If you wish to opt in to this program please 
send your e-mail address to: malcolmn@aol.com and in the body of 
the message simply type: “Yes, I want to receive First Press via 
e-mail” Then add your name and e-mail address.  
 For those who wish to continue to receive First Press via “snail 
mail,” you need do nothing more, and you will continue to receive it as 
always in your mailbox. The committee is now hard at work reviewing 
the listings, proofing and completing the text and group photographs 
of staff and committees, for the pages of the upcoming pictorial church directory. Stay tuned. 

Love  

Easter is the time in which we reflect upon 
the boundless love of our Lord and 
savior as he gave his only begotten 
son as a living sacrifice for our sins. 
Love is the theme of our column this 
month. Today, we hear and see a lot 
more about Eros, (romantic love), 
than either Philia, (fraternal love), or 
Agape (love-filled feelings about 
others). All three words are the de-
rived from the Greek language ex-
pression of God’s understanding of 
our human condition. 
● Example - Agape: “If you planted 

hope today in any hopeless heart, if 
someone’s burden was lighter because 
you did your part, If you caused a laugh 
that chased a tear away, if tonight your 
name is mentioned when someone 
kneels to pray, then your day was well 
spent.” Author unknown 

● Example - Eros: Infatuation is when you 
think he’s as sexy as Robert Redford, as 
smart as Henry Kissinger, as noble as 
Ralph Nader, as funny as Woody Allen, 
and as athletic as Jimmy Connors. Love 
is when you realize that he’s as sexy as 
Woody Allen, as smart as Jimmy Con-

nors, as funny as Ralph Nader, as ath-
letic as Henry Kissinger and nothing 
like Robert Redford—but you’ll take 
him anyway.  Judith Viorst 
● Example - Philia: “Love is all we 
have; the only way that each can 
help the other.”  Euripides 
● Example - Agape and Philia com-
bined: “To my graduate students” 
was the inscription of the following 
“legacy note” found in the collected 
letters of a recently deceased col-
league, who taught beside me for 
many years at Cornell. 

 

“I wish for all of you... 
Comfort on difficult days, 

Smiles when sadness intrudes, 
Rainbows to follow the clouds, 
Laughter to move your lips, 
Sunsets to warm your heart, 
Gentle hugs when spirits sag, 

Friendship to brighten your being, 
Beauty for your eyes to see, 

Confidence for when you doubt, 
Faith so that you can believe, 
Courage to know yourself, 
Patience to accept the truth, 
And love to complete your life” 



 

 

VBS Registration  
Begins Soon 

 
 

 VBS Registration will begin in May for students enter-
ing Kindergarten through 5th grade! A nursery and a pre-

school class will be available for children of adult volunteers.  
 A Power Lab demonstration and mandatory safety 

meeting for all volunteers, adults and youth, will be Sunday, 
April 13th, immediately following the 11:00 worship service.  

Lunch will be served in Jim Thomas Hall and nursery care in 
Noah’s Place will be extended.   

Please rsvp at 261-3837 no later than Wednesday, April 9th. 


