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Christ’s is an Eternal Life

Dear Friends,

Paul's following words
address a newness of life
unlike any other: “For if the
dead are not raised, then
Christ has not been raised ei-
ther....But Christ has indeed
been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep” (cf. 1 Cor.
15:16, 20). Probably not new to most of us,
this statement declares that, through his own
death and resurrection, Christ’s is an eternal
life, one that is co-eternal with the Father;
moreover, not only do we have the promise
of life after death, but Christ also provides a
source of life and life abundant for all those
who live and put their trust in Him.

Paul’'s stark remark doesn’'t come as a
surprise to believers. After all, we know how
profoundly Paul was used by God to articulate
the claims of the Gospel in ways that were
both contextual and timeless. He, however,
was not always regarded in such a positive
manner but instead was considered a chief
opponent of Christianity. At the time when all
the known world heard about the murderous
threats that flowed forth from the mouth of
Paul, Ananias, a disciple of Damascus, was
summoned by God in a vision to go to Paul
and to minister to his needs. “Lord”, Ananias
said, “l have heard many reports about this
man and all the harm he has done to your
saints in Jerusalem” (cf. Acts 9:13). Ananias
was hesitant to encounter Paul, since he was
not aware of God’s work of grace in Paul’s
life. Oh, the places God would have us to go,
places that we might not otherwise be in-

by the Reverend Dr.
L. Holton Siegling,

clined to go for fear of leaving where we are
or for fear of facing the unknown upon our
arrival. Divine instruction need not come in
the form of a vision as it did for Ananias. Dis-
cernment of God’s will is oftentimes the result
of a prayerful and attentive spirit or the depth
of affirmations of those closest to us. | have
found that the sometimes quiet and mysteri-
ous promptings of God’s Spirit run deep and
wide. Recently Wade Preston, Director for
Youth and Their Families, and | were talking
about discernment; we discussed at length
the ways that God is at work in our lives as
he calls us, challenges us, and pushes us to
live out the very claims of the Gospel, claims
that Paul learned all too well. Sometimes, it
seems, the pathways before us are easy to
see and understand while at other times we
are hesitant to follow them for good and hon-
orable and justifiable reasons.

In the end, while the future is undoubt-
edly influenced by the choices we often make,
it is ultimately determined by the choices that
God makes. When we can manage to get
alongside God and discern God’s will in our
lives and in the life of the church, we will find
that a future in God’s hands is a wonderful
future indeed. Are there places God is leading
you to go, people God is calling you to for-
give, or fears that God is empowering you to
overcome? Taking faithful, prayerful steps
may prove to be a blessing not only to you
but also to those whom you meet along the
way. After all, it wasn’t until after Ananias
went to see Paul that Paul’s life lived in ser-
vice to God really began.

In Christ’s Service,
Holton



Women of FPC - Save the Date!
April 24, 2010
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
(doors open at 9 a.m.)
The Beth Moore Simulcast
at Amelia Baptist Church
Beth Moore will be teaching all ses-
sions on So Long, Insecurity, her
newest book.
The cost is $20.00 per person,
lunch included.
Contact Amelia Baptist for more
information.

1
T
-~ e

=
-

The ANCHOR @ 11

SANCHOR Contemporary Worship
wosp IS filling the ANCHOR
Sunday @11:00

S every Sunday morning
at 11:00. Come and See how
God is growing His church in Fernan-
dina. It's a little less formal, a little
more relaxed, and coffee is available
throughout the service. It may have a
new tempo and flavor; but always, God
is present-in scripture, prayer, song and
liturgy. Check it out soon! God may
have a new way for you to worship.




Presbyterian Women's News

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.
—Philippians 4:4

New Circle for Young Adult will be honored with the Life Mem-
Women bership award.

The Presbyterian Women are ex- = The Spring Retreat is Friday and
cited to announce the addition of Saturday, April 23 and 24, at
a Younger Woman's Circle be- Montgomery Conference Center.
ginning this fall. Join us on All women of our church are in-

@
Thursday, May 6, at 6:30 as we /. 3 vited to go with us that Saturday
have a kick-off dinner with all of "A N for a day of fellowship, worship,
the circles to mix and mingle. and workshops with our sisters in
We will also be sharing ideas for Christ throughout the Presbytery.
curriculum and meeting loca- There will also be a Youth PW Re-
tions. We look forward to this treat for girls ages 10-15 that
new opportunity and hope you same weekend. For more infor-
mation, contact any member of the

will spread the word.
PW Coordinating Team before the

If you have any questions, please _ : _ _
feel free to contact Martha Ann Siegling registration deadline of April 3. You
may pick up a brochure in Jim Tho-

(310.6350) or Trish Booton

(491.1814). We hope to see you there! mas Hall.

e The Prayer Shawl Ministry is thriving
at First Presbyterian. The group will
meet this month on Monday, April 5,
and Friday, April 16, at 9:30 in Jim
Thomas Hall. On Sunday, April 25,
we will dedicate the shawls in the
morning worship service. Please
bring your shawls to one of the
group meetings or give them to Jane
Marmontello so that they might be a

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

April Circle Meetings

e Elizabeth Circle —April 8, 10 a.m.,
Jim Thomas Hall

e Esther Circle — April 15, 12:30 p.m.,
Beverly Monahan’s home

e Martha Circle April 7, 10:00 a.m.,
Barbara Cleland’s home

e Ruth Circle - April 8, 9:30 a.m.,
Trish Booton’s home

part of the dedication.

The plans for the October bazaar are
getting underway. Circles are select-
ing the local ministries they wish to
support this year. Fair trade items
will be a part of the bazaar for the
first time.

The Spring Fling, celebrating the end
of year for our circles, will be held
on Sunday, June 6. At that time, we
will celebrate the Birthday Offering,
a tradition of all Presbyterian
Women, and one of our members

Mark Your Calendar
September 9 - PW Kickoff Luncheon
October 30 - Bazaar




Presbyterian Men

The
speaker for ~ dﬂ
the April h(e,! s 24/
meeting  of A/ W;W

¥ PROJECT

Presbyterian
Men will be
Glen Ellison
who will give an overview of the Em-
powered Parents Program, which has
been active in the Jacksonville area for
some time and is now available in Nas-
sau County. The program is designed
for the parents of children with disor-
derly behavior.

It begins with a three day confer-
ence where parents are taught parent-
ing skills using Parent Project®, an en-
tirely new parent training model. It not
only delivers new skills and insights, it
rekindles hope. Parents attending Par-
ent Project® classes have the opportu-
nity to experience success at home
within the first week. Following the
conference parents attend weekly par-
ent support meetings where they can
encourage each other and get all their
parenting questions answered.

Camp Consequence is another
part of the program aimed at drug and
crime prevention. It teaches students
the realities of jail life before they find
out for themselves, the hard way.
Camp Consequence is a 40 hour field
trip to jail.

Students learn the reality of jail,
as they experience a day in the life of
addicts incarcerated for drugs or alco-
hol-related crimes. Staff and parents
are participating chaperones.

Call the church office and let us
know you are coming by 5 PM Tuesday
April 6" to better plan the meal. Join
us Thursday April 8" at 6:30Pm in Jim
Thomas Hall.
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SPRING WORK DAY AT THE
CHURCH

Saturday, April 10, 2010
9 a.m. until Noon

Help spruce up the church grounds!
A great family activity of outside
projects everyone can help with -

mulch flowerbeds, pull weeds, edge

flowerbeds with bricks, spray weed
killer in sidewalk cracks, pressure
wash sidewalks and steps, some

painting and other general clean up

If you can provide a pressure

washer, hose, weed killer, and gen-

eral tools to help would be grate-
fully appreciated.

To assist your Church Property
Committee with planning please call
the church office
by Wednesday, April 7" to let us
know you will be helping.
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News from Brazil

What a joy it is to share pictures
of Jorge and Maria's new home! Jorge
has picked up a daily job (making
about $6.00 a day) so he wasn't there
yesterday for the official giving of the
keys. Maria was more than happy to
receive the keys and plan for moving
in! Maria is in our literacy class and
Esther, our teacher, was available to be
a part of the key giving. A very special
time for both ladies. Craig shared with
Maria the refuge that this house pro-
vides is nothing like what our Father in
Heaven provides and that while this
home has been built here, God is pre-
paring a home in heaven.

She is anxious to have Bible stud-
ies and wants to have a special worship
service in their home to thank every-
one. She said she wanted first to thank
God, second all of the people who
made the new house possible and third
the construction crew and everyone
who carried all the bricks!

Blessings,
Craig and Mary

South American Mission: A new house
for Maria and Jorge in Brazil, built with
donations from God’s Gift Shop at FPC.
The new house is constructed of brick
and mortar and has an indoor kitchen
and bathroom. This is house #25 that
Craig and Mary have built for the people
of Recife, Brazil. Please continue to pray
for Maria and Jorge and the Delilles’
ministry.

NetWorkers Mother's Day Cards
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The PW will be offering
cards throughout April for the
malaria prevention program,
NetWorkers. Projects in malaria-
stricken nations in Asia and Af-

ettt

their neighbors how to prevent
®1  malaria, and they make nets
available at locally affordable
prices. The word of God’s love
and care is delivered by Net-

rica provide mosquito nets and NETWORKERS Workers, along with the life-

MALARIA PREVENTION PROGRAM

prevention education to protect

families from malaria, the leading cause
of death among young children and a
serious health threat to pregnant
women. NetWorkers projects are com-
munity-based, implemented by the
women of our PC(USA) partner
churches overseas. At each project site,
NetWorkers committees use Christ-
centered educational materials to teach

saving malaria prevention les-
sons. The NetWorkers cards will be
available, for your donation, in JTH, at
Circle meetings, and following church
services in late April. This is a wonder-
ful way to show love to a friend or fam-
ily member on Mother’s Day, while at
the same time helping to purchase
nets, insecticide, and educational mate-
rials to save lives.



Cold Night Shelter

A special thanks to the eleven First
Presbyterians
who participated
in  helping to
provide a shelter
for the homeless
in our commu-
nity this winter.
The shelter was
open at
the Church of
Christ when
temperatures
were below 40°.
Cold Night Shelter (CNS) was open fifty
-one nights the first year of operation.

Twenty-six men and eight women
guests stayed from one to twenty-four
nights over the course of the winter.
The number of guests each night varied
from zero to seven.

Jacksonville Beach shelter per-
sonnel reported that the average num-
ber of nights they opened (temperature
below 40°) during the past fifteen years
was an average of twenty-two nights—
this was a cold winter!!

Thanks also go to First Pres CNS
team leaders Rich Lang and Gene Sov-
ereign for their faithful service to this
ministry and to Bunny Selby and the
Membership Care Committee for help-
ing provide food.

If Cold Night Shelter is open next
year and First Pres agrees to participate
again, please prayerfully consider offer-
ing a few hours to this ministry of
warmth and comfort for the cold and
homeless of our community. With as
few as twenty volunteers, we can easily
take care of our commitment to CNS
during the winter months.




Sailing dates are

First Presbyterian will provide 5 days of

High Seas Adventure plusa

6" day of Family Fun & Celebration
with Hot Dogs and
Water Slides on Sat-
urday, July 31lst!
Students going into
Kindergarten through
5" grade in Septem-
ber may come
aboard. Nursery and
Preschool boats will
be available for children or grandchil-
dren of our volunteers. If you would
like to volunteer to have a wonderful
time at VBS, call Doris Davis in the of-
fice. Registration for students will begin
in May.

MEET & GREET

Our NEW Members

Pancake Breakfast

Our Easter Pancake
Breakfast will follow
the Community Sun-
rise Service in Jim
Thomas Hall at
7:30a.m. Hot pan-
cakes, sausage, coffee
and orange juice;
doesn't that sound yummy and good
enough to get up early for? Bring it on!

Tim and Claudia Birningham met
while Tim was in Business School and
lived for several years in Wimbledon,
UK and then in Rochester NY. Tim is
originally from London, and wife Clau-
dia is from Atlanta. They moved back
to Atlanta 25 years ago where Tim
worked in the telecommunications busi-
ness, and they raised three daugh-
ters. One of the perks with living here
means that they can spend time with
their two little granddaughters who live
in Jacksonville. They have two more
grandchildren living in England.

Stan and Mary Miller are affiliate
members and live in The Preserve at
Summer Beach. They spend seven
months of the year in Ashland, Ohio as
members of Trinity Lutheran church.
Stan retired as Personnel Director for
Richland County Schools, and Mary re-
tired after 30 years at Ashland Univer-
sity as professor and Coordinator of
College of Business Student Advising
and Recruiting. They have a son,
daughter-in-law, and granddaughter
who live in Ohio.

Skip and Louanne Lind are the par-
ents of two adult children and three
grandchildren. They came here on va-
cation 32 years ago and have been
condo owners for 14 years. They have
attended FPC for 10 years. They have
been members of FPC in Jamestown,
NY since 1958. Skip is a retired funeral
director with the Lind Funeral Home,
and Louanne is a retired music teacher
and community college instructor. Skip
works extensively with Nassau Habitat
for Humanity, and Louanne is active in
the Ruth Circle.



First Cafe Fellowship One Great Hour Of Sharing

5:30 P.M.
Wednesday Night Dinners
April 7th — April 28th

Menu:

e April 7th — No Dinner
Spring Break & Family
Ski Trip

e April 14th — Pot Roast

e April 21st — Baked Ziti

e April 28th — Grilled Bur-
gers & Hot Dogs

Weekly 1st Café Dinners:
(with reservations)
Adults/Youth--$7.00 each
Children--$3.00 each (11 and under)
Family--$20.00

Three ways to participate:

e Call in your reservation to the church
office each week by Monday@ 4:30
P.M.

e Sign up at dinner each week.

e Pay at the door $1.00 more without
reservations.

6:15 P.M.
Wednesday Night Programs
e April 14th — “Physical & Spiritual Fit-
ness” (Greg Supianoski, YMCA)
e April 21st — “Local History”
(Susan Steger)
e April 28th — “Old Testament Sur-
vey” (Rev. Holton Siegling)

Children & Youth Programs
6:15-7:15p.m.
Nursery available from 6:00-7:15p.m.
Hand bells Practice @ 4:00p.m.
Choir Rehearsal @ 6:30p.m.

Stewardship Appreciation

Thanks to Selena Smith and Bob
& Jana Rainey for the generous dona-
tions of TV sets and one DVD player to
meet our ever increasing A/V needs.

Easter Sunday,
April 4, our church will
: &
receive the One
o

REAR
e %

Great Hour of
Sharing Offering. -
For more than fifty “e &
years, Presbyterians Sgan®:
have joined with

Christians throughout the nation in

responding to Christ's love for all

people by joyfully sharing that love
with people in need through supporting

One Great Hour of Sharing. The

hundreds of millions of dollars

Presbyterians have given over the last

half century have enabled a powerful

witness to the love of the One who
came that all might have life more
abundantly. One Great Hour of Sharing
funds are divided among its three
programs: Presbyterian Disaster

Assistance, Self-Development of

People, and Presbyterian Hunger

Program.

Your donations can provide:

e $350 -Emergency shelter and food
to a homeless youth for an entire
year.

e $300 -One disaster emergency
medical box to prevent or treat
disaster-related diseases

e $20-Help for a Haitian villager to
purchase a pair of goats which can
help support a family with milk and
offspring

It was through the One Great Hour of

Sharing that the Presbyterian Disaster

Assistance (PDA) was able to respond

so quickly to the earthquakes in Haiti

and Chile.

0-}100

Jesus said, "Do you love me? ... Feed
my sheep."
(John 21:16-27)
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Plant the Seed of Truth Endowment Fund

The Evangel- A lifetime of income for you and a special
ism Committee en- gift for First Presbyterian Church
courages planting the > Giving is a wonderful expression of
seeds of truth and 2 faith, but financial concerns can often hin-
faith in  "good  soil". 1 der our desire to contribute. A charitable
The Family Film Festi- gift annuity is a practical solution for
val recently held here those who want to make a gift but also
at the Anchor is a need income for themselves.
good example of what Jesus spoke In exchange for your gift, the foun-

about in his Parable of the Sower. In | (gation pays a lifetime fixed annuity based
contrast to the seed sown on the beaten on the annuitant's age and the date the
path, or on rocky ground or among | payments are to begin. The payments will
thorns th_e seed sown "on good soil" of never vary, and may provide an immedi-
the movie-goers reaps a harvest be- | e gift to First Presbyterian Church as
cause, "the one who hears the word and | yqour designated charitable beneficiary.
understands it...bears fruit" (Matthew And of course you may also quality for

1318-23). ) _ valuable tax benefits. A gift annuity is a
The movies of faith shown contract for your future, as well as the fu-
here provide a good soil for faith re- | ,re of First Presbyterian Church.

sponses. Indeed we received over 15
positive responses to the messages
of truth wrapped in drama. _ Nearest |65 |70 |75|80 |85 |90+

Similarly Good soil in the lives of Age
those who give their time and talent on
our mission trip to Houma, Louisiana | |Annuity  [5.3/5.716.3/7.1|8.1| 9.5
(June 13-19) will be cultivated to pro- | |Rate (%)
vide seed bed in the lives of those who
receive the re-construction help, in that
region struck by several hurricanes in
the past few years. Those who have the
words of life give help to those
in difficulty and put flesh on the gospel
message of life in Christ. Our witness to

Sample Charitable Gift Annuity Rates

Gift Minimum: $10,000

Minimum Age: 55

Gift annuities not available in Puerto Rico,
Hawaii, New York, or Tennessee
Payments backed by the full faith and
credit of the Presbyterian Foundation.

Christ is indeed enhanced when "good The Presbyterian Foundation may,
soil" is available to plant the words of in its sole discretion, reinsure a charitable
life. gift annuity. If it does so, the present

There is still time to sign on for the value of the charitable remainder will be
trip to Houma, LA this summer. In fact, paid to the beneficiary immediately. If the
in addition to reconstruction of homes, Foundation does not reinsure a particular
part of our task will be to plant seeds of charitable gift annuity, the charitable re-
trees and shrubs to reclaim the wet- mainder will be paid at the end of the an-

lands, which when properly vegetated nuitant’s life.

protect New Orleans from storms in the |  contact Nelson Showalter or any member

Gulf region. Contact the Mission Com- | ¢ the Endowment Fund for further infor-
mittee or Doug Ganyo. mation.
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Invite your family, relatives, friends, neighbors and strangers on the street to attend
the extra special MAUNDY Thursday Service on April 1st, at 7:00p.m. in the Sanctuary
when men of the church will be dressed as the disciples and offer a dramatic presen-
tation of the Last Supper in 12 Soliloquies. Communion will be served before we de-
part in silence. Nursery will be available.

Camp Montgomery Family Weekend

Our annual Church Family Weekend Retreat is set for Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, April 16-18" at Camp Montgomery.
We have been packing our cars and heading down there for
years. For many of you, Camp Montgomery holds sweet memo-
ries of childhood and adolescence. Some of you are now taking
your own children to enjoy some of the same fun activities ex-
perienced at Crystal Lake. It is an annual event that many of our
families joyfully anticipate.

The cost per person is the same as last year, $50.00! What a deal in this econ-
omy. That includes two nights in a lakeside cabin, five meals, an ice cream social,
swimming, boating, napping, reading, games, s’'mores cooked over a campfire, and
communing with God and His beautiful creation with friends and family. This is an
inexpensive weekend that will yield a treasure of memories and God moments for
you and your family.

Registration envelopes are available in the church office, the pew racks in the
Sanctuary and in Jim Thomas Hall. The deadline for registration is Sunday, April 11™
or until we fill up whichever comes first. A few folks almost didn't make it last year.
Make sure your spot is locked in. Cabin assignments will be made when full registra-
tion is paid.

Easter Cross

The cross in front of our sanctuary will be ready to receive all
of your beautiful flowers on Easter morn. Do you have evidence of
new life growing in your very own yard? Share God's wondrous flo-
ral creations with everyone! Drop your bouquets at the base of the
cross and the children will gladly flower the cross.

Following the 8:30a.m. service of worship, a con-
gregational picture will be taken in front of the Sanctuary
to send to our missionary friends, the De lille's, in Brazil.
Come, be a part of this cloud of witnesses to our mis-
sionaries and those they serve.
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Dinners of Eight Flower Calendar

e April 4 - Anne
Quicke in loving m
memory of her hus-
band, Arley Quicke. v
Mary Jo and Cyril
Higgs in memory of i, W
her daughter, Cath-
erine L. Swann.

e April 11 - Ann Robas and daughters,
Victoria, Annie and Toni in memory
of her husband and their father,

- John Robas.

' ] ] e April 18 - Margaret Pinchback in lov-
ing memory of her husband, John
Pinchback.

= April 25 - Shirley Rogerson, in loving
memory of her husband, Phil Roger-
son.

- s

Group of Eight First Prize Winners, George &
Charlotte Collins, Richard & DeAnn Johnson,
Otie & Joan Bowden and Mike & Charlotte
Bowling enjoyed a delicious meal hosted at the
home of Holton & Martha Ann Siegling. Doris
Davis worked the kitchen while Miss Marlene
drew caricatures of the guests.

'So the churches were strengthened in faith and increased in numbers daily."
Acts 16:5




