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Dear Friends,  

Two weeks ago we were 

blessed to celebrate the bap-
tisms of Jack, Trevor, and 

Grace Goshert, children of 

Reg and Michelle.  While the 

young ones were old enough 

to testify to their own meas-
ure of faith, it was, neverthe-

less, a time for their parents 

and our congregation to 

make promises to them as well.  

Our decision to be baptized ourselves 

or to baptize our children is a life -changing 
decision.  It shows that, not only do we real-

ize our need for Godôs forgiveness, but that 

we acknowledge that everyone in the human 

race, even our own children, has to deal with 

sin; moreover, we recognize the need to 
identify ourselves as children of God no mat-

ter how old we are.  

Such a personal and corporate ac-

knowledgement of Godôs grace must always 

be balanced by the realization that we are 
saved not by our own pedigree or by our own 

righteousness or by any gift or skill that God 

has given to us in this life.  Furthermore, we 

are saved neither by our works nor even by 

our Baptism.  

If the necessity for being baptized were 
the case, then the thief on the cross would 

not have inherited the paradise promised to 

him by Jesus because we have no reason to 

believe that he was ever baptized.  The same 

could be said of Abraham, whose faith Scrip-
ture tells us was reckoned unto him as right-

eousness, as well as of Martha, who said, 

ñYes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, the one coming into the 

world.ò 

As I presided at the baptism of our two 
sons, it was humbling for me to remember 

that they belong, not to me or to Martha Ann, 

but ultimately to God.  How grateful I am that 

God is with us in all times and in all places, 

helping and equipping us to raise and nurture 
our children.  Godôs grace is often made real 

in our midst through the faith of others, a fact 

which results in our making promises as a 

community of faith to do our part in training 

our young ones.  

In many ways each of us comes into a 
relationship with God by way of adoption.  Je-

sus himself understood adoption, probably 

more so than we may realize.  You see, Jesus 

was not the flesh and blood of Joseph, but 

Joseph never ceased to be his earthly father.  
The line and lineage of David, from which the 

Messiah came, ran right through Joseph; 

therefore, Jesus, by a divine form of adop-

tion, remains a descendant of David.  

That is also good news for us as well 
because we do not need a royal bloodline to 

allow us to experience Godôs love.  In fact, it 

doesnôt matter who we are or what we do, 

because Jesus has already said it, ñI love 

you!ò 

When it comes to the church, we are 
here because of the grace of God, who wants 

to be forever in a relationship with us; and 

through the waters of baptism, we claim the 

love that first claimed us, a love which called 

us its own.  
 

In Christôs Service, 

Holton  

 
 

by the Reverend  Dr. 

L. Holton Siegling, Jr. 
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Coffee Service  
9:30 - 9:50a.m.  

Sunday mornings in JTH  

 
 

 

 

 

Join us for fellowship and enjoy deli-

cious breakfast treats provided by:  

 
 

Å March 7th -  Ruth Circle  

Å March 14th ï Worship Committee  

Å March 21st ï Youth Committee  

Å March 28th -  Christian Education  

  

 First Presbyterian is hosting this 

year's Disciple Now Weekend with 
youth coming from Memorial United 

Methodist Church, Amelia Baptist 
Church, and Living Waters Church,! It 

will be held March 5 and 6 at the An-

chor and is for senior high and middle 

school students .  
  

 There will be a guest speaker, 

music, food, fun, and games.  We will 

begin Friday, March 5 at 7 p.m. and go 

through Saturday evening.  The girls 

will stay with Megan in the Manse after 
the program Friday night, and the guys 

will be roughing it in the Anchor with 
me. Cost is $20 per student and covers 

meals all day Saturday.   
  
 Since we are hosting this year, 

we are looking forward to a great turn 
out from our students!    

Wade, Youth Guy  

Disciple Now  Godôs Gift Shop 
 

 When you really do care to send 
the very best, please stop by our 

church office to find the greatest cards 

on the planet! Through Godôs Gift 

Shop , you can choose from a variety of 

cards and benefit a charity at the same 

time! The only hard part is choosing 
the charity:  

Å The Chaplainôs Fund of Nassau 

County ï a ministry for our indigent 

elderly and disabled in Nassau 
County.  

Å Plumpyônut through World Vi-

sion  ïa life -saving food for babies 
and young children in Africa.  

Å TLC Pregnancy Center  ïa local 

outreach ministry for women in a 
crisis pregnancy.  

Å Gideons International  ï The Gide-
ons have been distributing Bibles 
since 1908.  

Just come into the church office and 
look through the scrapbook on the ta-

ble in the foyer. Pick your charity, write 

your check, and leave with your card 
and envelope, knowing that you have 

helped someone in need. The office 
staff will mail the check to the charity, 
and you will mail a card making some-

one feel extra special.  

To the Property Commit-

tee and our Sexton, Tony 

Brewer, for the new sink 

in the nursery baby 
changing area!    

Woooohoo!  
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 In late January, eight 

women from our church trav-

eled to Ocala to attend the 

Gathering of Presbyterian 

Women . Worship, the annual 

business meeting, installation 

of officers, workshops, and wonderful 

food made up the day.  Our own Caro-

lyn Guerrin was installed as an Area 

Coordinator. In spite of the rainy 

weather, everyone enjoyed the fellow-

ship of the Gathering.  

Presbyterian Women in Action  
 

Å The new Prayer Shawl Ministry is go-
ing strong. Women are prayerfully 

knitting and crocheting prayer 

shawls to be given to people in need 

of a special blessing. The group 

meets on the 1st Monday and 3rd 

Presbyterian Womenôs News 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  

ðPhilippians 4:4  

Friday of each month. Already sev-

eral shawls have been completed for 

this ministry of love and comfort. To 

learn more, contact Jane Marmon-
t e l l o ,  4 9 1 - 8 2 7 8 ,  j m a r -

mont7@bellsouth.net.  

Å In January and February, two of our 
circles served meals to the homeless 

and hungry at Hope House for the 

Interfaith Dinner Network.  

Å Many women of our church attended 
the annual Womenôs Community 
Prayer Breakfast at Memorial Meth-

odist Church on Febru-
ary 20, where our own 
pastor, Dr. Holton Sieg-

ling, gave an inspira-
tional message.  

 

 
Mark Your Calendars!  

 

Å April 23 -24  -  
Spring Retreat at Camp 
Montgomery  

Å May 6 -  Special event 
for Young Adult Women 

of the church  
Å June 6 -  Spring Fling  
 

 

March Circle Meetings  
Å Elizabeth Circle ï Mar 11, 10 a.m., 

JTH 

Å Esther Circle ð Mar 11, 12:30 p.m., 

Mary Jo Higgsô home 
Å Martha Circle ð Mar 10, 10:00 a.m., 

Sandi Nealôs home 

Å Ruth Circle ð Mar 11, 9:30 a.m., 
Edith Jonesô home 

 

March mission project for circles: per-

sonal hygiene items for Hope House.  

Attending the Gathering of Presbyterian Women are 

L to R: Anita Gardiner, Dot Bell, Georgette Giles, 
Barbara Noden, Trish Booton, Barbara Hooper, 

Marilyn Showalter and seated Carolyn Guerrin.  

http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=Philippians+4:4


 

4 

Presbyterian Men  

 

Our speaker for the March meet-

ing of Presbyterian Men will be Helmut 

Albrecht, who has been worshiping with 

us for several months.  Helmut is a 

Principal with the consulting firm Kai 
Method.  

Helmutôs presentation will focus 

on how to develop innovative  strate-

gies for organizations (business or 
church) or individuals.  When compa-

nies or individuals face strategic chal-

lenges they turn to one of two ap-
proaches: they either apply logic to de-

fine and narrow down a set of options 

or they follow a formula of behaviors 
that have proven successful in the 

past.  Yet both traditional approaches 
are ineffective at delivering truly inno-

vative strategies.  
To bring innovation to strategy, 

we should learn from innovative think-

ers in other competitive domains ï 

from chess to sports to history.  Re-
search shows that such creative strate-

gists abandon logical approaches and 
instead use patterns. The reasons for 

this are simply mathematical: our short
- term working memory capacity makes 
logic ineffective at solving truly innova-

tive challenges.  Helmutôs presentation 
will:  

Å Show how successful companies in-

novate beyond their product  
Å Cover the role of pattern - recognition 

in business innovation  

Å Use ñstrategic patternsò to reveal 
unorthodox solutions to business 

challenges  

Join us on Thursday March 11 at 

6:30 PM in Jim Thomas Hall.  Please 
call the church office and let us know 

you are coming by 5 pm Tuesday 

March 9 so we can plan the meal.  

DECOLORES  
    Decolores, the slogan of the 

Cursillo movement means, ñAll 
is color ò.  With the symbol of 

the rainbow, it represents the 

full spectrum of Godôs love for His people 

and all creation.  The ñCursilloò movement 

with which many in our church have par-

ticipated  is ñSonshine North Via de Cristoò.  
Three -day weekend retreats are held twice 

a year for men and women as an opportu-

nity for Christians to deepen oneôs knowl-

edge of the Christian faith, to enhance 
oneôs spiritual life, and to help the partici-

pants become more active as servants in 

Godôs Kingdom.  The aim is not conversion, 
but rather renewal and to build and renew 
Christian leaders. Their website is 

www.snvdc.org  
  Co-ed Weekend #2 will be held May 

7-10 at Camp St. Johns in Switzerland, FL.  
This is Sonshine Northôs second weekend 
for both men and women (not necessarily 

couples). If you want more information 
about this retreat, please speak to Sally or 

Bill Ericksen (261 -2329). People from our 

church who have attended a weekend 
would be happy to sponsor you and pro-

vide your transportation to and from the 
camp! The Florida Presbyterian Cursillo will 
also have a Coed weekend in Silver 

Springs, FL from April 28 -May 2.  You can 
get more information on this weekend at 

www.PresbyterianCursillo.org  or 

www.FloridaCursillo.com . 

Out of the Saltshaker  

The Saltshaker adult Sunday 
school class is continuing studies 

on the ñEnd Times ò.  In March 

we begin a  new video segment, ñThe 
Last Days According to Jesusò by R. 

C. Sproul of Ligonier Ministries.   Even if 

you are new, you are welcome and en-

couraged to join us on Sunday morn-

ings at 10 am in our classroom in Jim 

Thomas Hall.  

http://www.snvdc.org/
http://www.presbyteriancursillo.org/
http://www.floridacursillo.com/
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News from Brazil  

 Godôs Gift Shop has provided for 

First Presbyterian to build a house in 
Recife, Brazil for Jorge and Maria!   The 

Delilleôs have selected a deserving fam-

ily and have provided the following in-

formation in their letter:  

 Jorge and 

Maria have an older 

son who doesn't 

live with them right 

now because of the 

l i v i n g  c o n d i -
tions.   They have 

lived in the commu-
nity for many 

years.   They are in 
our ministry food 

bank and Maria is a 
student in our liter-

acy program and 
h a s  a t t e n d e d 

church services at 
the new church site 

in the community.   They are sweet 
folks who have been very patient in the 

wait for a new home.    
 We have been in prayer about 

who would be the next recipient since 
you contacted us in December.   We 
also appreciate your prayers.   It is a 

process for selection.   We want to help 

those who are in need and who are 

willing to also help themselves along 
the way.   Craig  explained to  them that 

there is a church in the US who is pro-

viding for their new home and that you 

all are praying for them. They are 

touched and appre-

ciative. When you 

live in these condi-

tions and  often 

times seems there 

is no  hope, to learn 
that people half 

way around the 
world are praying 

for you, it  has a re-
markable impact.    

 This plastic/mud 
house is being torn 

down (won't take 
long!) and the new 

one started to-
day!!!  (February 23, 2010)   I will begin 

to upload  photos to the kodak gallery 
so that I can send you more.  Please 

share our thanks with everyone for be-
ing a part of this ministry with us; for 

being our partners for His Kingdom!!!  
Blessings,  

Craig and Mary  

  and Jorge and Maria  

Drivers Safety Program  
 

AARP will offer a 
Driverôs Safety Pro-

gram for drivers 55 

and older on March 

29 and 30. The class 

will begin at 8:45 
a.m. and last until 1 p.m. Size is limited so 

call 261 -3837 now to register. You will 

save on your auto insurance by taking the 

course. The instructor will be Rev. Bert 

Swearingen. The class will meet in the fel-

lowship hall.  

Souper Bowl of Caring  
"Lord, even as we en-

joy the Super Bowl 
football game, help us 

be mindful of those 

who are without a bowl 
of soup to eat."  

 

 On February 7, FPC youth col-

lected $711 at the Souper Bowl of Car-

ing, which was donated to Hope House. 
Thank you to the congregation for your 

generous donations.  


